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Jiqfes obtains Forgiveiufs for the IfraeUles greal 
in fforjhipping the Golden Calf: Receives , 
Tables of the Law; andcompleats the IVork oj 
Tahernack* 

Extdus^ ch. xxxiv. io the End. 

O T I L L at great Sinai *s facred fide 
^^ The Ifraclitifii tents abide; 
And thro* the humbled tribes appear 
Confufion, forrow, guilt and fear. 
Mofes beholds their flate witli grief; 
And to obtain them furc relief 
Afcends the holy mountain's crown. 
To him the eternal God comes down! 

Late had the chief addrcfs'd his prayer 
To fee his God in glory there : 
Nor ftood in his rcqueft deiiy'd, 
So far as nature could abide. 

Kk 2 ; 
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And llkewife had r^cciv'd command • 
To bring new tables in his hand. 
Like thofe lie broke, when firft his eyes 
Beheld the impious idol rife. 

According to Kis gracious word, 
Then pafb'd the gloty of the Lord : 
A boundlefs blaze of dazzling light I 
No mortal eye could bear the fight: 
While angels from on high proclaim- 
Aloud the honours of his name. 
The God of all, now from his throne, 
^akes his immortal mercy known ; 
In cojidcfccnding goodnefs (bines. 
And pardons all his people's fins: 
Yet will his juftice make appear. 
And not the impious guilty clear. 
The prophet when he heard and faw, - 
Bow'd to the ground with reverend avve#- 
And to his fervant now the Lord 
Deign d to confirm his former word ; 

And 
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And let his gracious proinife ftand, 
To Kracl xnade, of Canaan s land : 
But gave ftri^- charge it be their care. 
When his (bong ann {hail bring them thcrCf- 
To view ihcir idol gods with fcom,. 
And all their worfliip ov€rtum. 
And left the alluring heathen fair 
Should by their wiles their heart infnarc \ 
And they, with fond defire to pleafe, 

• Bow to their gods, and leam their ways ; 
The God of Ifrael gave command. 
His people fliould refolvcd ftand 
With them in marriage not to join, 
Or with fuch mixture ftain their line. 

Then, with his hand, Jehovah drawS" 
On the hard flone his righteous laws ; 
The laws he had from Sinai fpoke. 
Which lately had been doubly broke : 
But now cugrav'd afrcfb appear; 
And God die marble gave the (eer. 

The 
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The prophet then his way purfoes. 
To give the tribes the welcome news z 
But to the chief it wa$ not known 
That all his face with glory (hone :* 
Bright as the fhining fource of day. 
He down the mountain takes his way; 
The affrighted tribes, in wild amaze. 
Retreated from the beamy blaze. 
But, call'd by Mofes, they return : 
And while the will of God they learn 
He veils his face ; for mortal fight 
Shrinks from the rays of heavenly. light. 

Then, while the tribes attentive (land. 

The holy prophet gives command, 

(As God to make his holy things 

Depends on what the nation brings) 

That all the men whofe generous mind 

To make an offering ftood incliu'd. 

Should 

* How long this brightncfk continued on Mofes' face, 
is not certainly known Some commentators fuppof^ 
that it remained all his lifi:. 
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Should jointly bring, with free coBfeat^ 
What might compofe his holy tent. 
And, each utcn£lfonn, which there 
In conftaut worfhip xnuft appear. 
Thefe God commanded to be made; 
Mofet the model had furvey d. 

The nation heard, nor long delays. 
But bring, with holy love and praife. 
Silver and gold, £ne wood and (kins: 
The offering at the great begins, 
And runs through all. The willing fair 
Their ear-rings and dieir jewels fparre ; 
Fine linen fpin, and jointly Hrive 
"Who largcft, and who firft /hall give. 

The appointed workmen * God had taught. 
In the great charge (uccef^ful wrought : 
The tent, and each utenfil made, 
In order as the Lord had faid, 

When 

* Bezalecl, tl\c fon ofUri, of the tribe of Judah* 
and Aholiab,thc fon of Ahilamach, of the tribe of Dan* 
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TVhen on the mount he gave the law. 
And the great pattern Mofes faw. 

Now had the circling year gone round, 
'Since Pharaoh's mighty hoft was drown'd, 
And I frael.s tribes had freedom gain'd; 
When, in the rude rough defert land, 
Mofes the tabernacle rear'd. 
And all the holy things appear d 
In order, as the King of Heaven 
Had the exacl: defcription given. 
From his high throne Jehovah bends. 
Soon to the holy place defcends; 
And there in glory fliines fb bright, 
Not Mofes could endure the fight. 
Cpver'd with fleecy clouds, the God 
High o'er the facred tent abode ; 
Clouds which by day to heaven afpire. 
By night a pyramid of £re. 
And while the wonderous cloud remained, 
-Che tribes aroimd in order fland ; 
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But when it mov'd, without delay 
They follow where it leads the way. 

By confecration to prepare 
The priefts, was firft the prophet's care- 
Aaron in fumptuous. robes was dreft, 
-And flood appointed God's high-prieft: 
While common priefts were all his fons ; 
And in liis line the prieflhood runs. 

The tribe of Levi by the Lord 
(Mofes receiv'd the fovereign word) 
Was to the fariftuary join'd; 
To every fervile talk aflign'd. 

Seven days the facred rites * require. 
And thefe the holy priefts retire •- f 
The eighth, the deftin'd vidims bleed; 
And they to facrifice proceed. 
A bullock, and an homed ram. 
On God's appointed altar flame ; 

L 1 Tire 

* Of confecration. 
4 Within the tabcinaclq.. 
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.And both the youths it breathlcfs lays, 
Wrapp'd in one vaft furyounding blaze* 

In filent grief the father Rands, 
While Mofes awfully commands 
The pricfts from mourning to refrain. 
Left ^vxath.arife, and all be flain: 
Tot heaven's fupreme eternal Loild 
Will not be carelefDy ador'd- 
Then two young Levites took their way. 
Where pale in death the brothers lay. 
Mofes to thefe the order gave. 
To give the haplefs youths a grave : .r" \ 

And floods of tears the nation (bed. 
While from the camp they bear the dead.* 

* It is fuppofed that thcfe unhappy young men had 
■fuffered themfelvcs to be overtaken with wine when 
ihcy went into the tabernacle; becaufe the ufc of it is 
Kiireaiy forbidden to the priefts at that time: Lev. x. 9. 
And this fatal event is fuppofed to have happened tliC 
.£ifi day after their confccration. 

Lin HisToar 
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HISTORY THE THIRD. 

The profane Curfer and Blajphemer put to Death. . 

Lev, ch. xxiv. 

■TT 7 H I L E Ifrael's tents at Sinai ftand. 
Wide fpread acrofs the defert land, 
A youth from Egypt's lineage fprung. 
Gave horrid licence to his tongue. 
He ftroTC with one of Ifraefs fons. 
And thro' his heart foul rancour runs : 
To keen reproach he went at firft» 
Then bitterly he fwore and curft ; 
Oft took the name of God in vain, 
Nor could* from blafphcmy refrain. 
The people fliudder at the deed. 
And to avenge it foon proceed : 
But that Jehovah's will be known, 
The wretch is firft in prifon thrown. 

They 
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They a(k advice, and God replies. 
The bold blafphemer furely dies : 
Xet him without ihe camp be led. 
And then upon his impious head 
The witneffes their hands (hall place » 
And truly reprefent the cafe. 
Let the afiembled nation (land. 
With each a ftone ; and from his hand; 
Difcharge it at the rebeFs head» 
And cover with a heap the dead* 
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HISTORY THE FOURTH. 

iThe Removal of the Camp-to the Wildernefs of Pararu 
The People Murmur for want of Flefh; and are 
f applied with Quails, Aaron and Miriam Reproach 
Mofes on Account of his Wife, 

Numheii's^ ch. x. xi. xii. 

rirVWELVE months befide the mount of Gom 

The tribes of Ifrael abode; 
And from the mercy-feat the Lord 
To Mofes gave his heavenly word. 
<}0D, as their King, his nation guides, 
He in the midft of them abides ; 
And over their affairs prelides. 
The cloudy pillar then removd ; 
And all the tribes by heaven belov'd 
Follow'd in order as they lay, 
And three days journeying, took their way 
To Paran's dry and dcfert land ; 
And many days they there remain'd. 

Herc^ 
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Here, weary of the bread of heaven, 
In wide profufion freely given. 
They raife their murmurs to the (kics, 
And their appointed food defpifc. 
Turning their thoughts to Go(hcn-'s fare, 
They long for flcfh in fad defpair. 
Thus while each heart to Egypt turns, 
Jehovah's wrath agalnft them burns j 
He fmites the nation in his ire. 
And the moft guilty die by fire. 

Mofes in grief to G.od complains 
What heavy burdens he fuftains ; 
How hard to rule the ftubborn race. 
Or to attend to every cafe ; 
How hard to gain them frefh fupplics. 
Or quell their murmurs as they rife. 
In anfwer to his prayer, the God 
Deigns to relieve him from the load: 
And feventy elders with him joia'd, 
All fitted for the talk aflign'd. 

Thca 
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Then to the people thus the Lord, 
By Mofes' mouth, dircds his word. 
That fince his manna they dcfpife, 
Flefh he will give them from the fkies: 
The nation he will make his gueft. 
And for a month prolong the feaft. — 
Where can be found, cry'd Mofcs tlien, 
Fltfli for fix hundred thoufand men 1 — 
Tlie Lord rephcs. If doubt remain. 
The myflery let the event explain. — 
The prophet, while the people mourn'd, 
The anfwer of the Lord return'd. 

Thea.from the fea a wind prevails. 
And like a cloud defcend the quails. 
Wide hovering o'er the camp around. 
And inllant cover all the ground. 
The wondering nation take and cat. 
And a whole montli the feaft repeat ; 
But heaven's rich goodncfs ne'er proclaim, 
Nor praife the bounteous .Giver's name. 

Thi4 
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This rous'd the veugcauce of the fky ; 
J^nd by the plague great numbers die. 
To this great difcontent fucceeds. 

And fierce contention quickly breeds 

Between the fifter -and the wife 

Of Ifrael's leader. In the ftrifc 
i ■ 

Aaron appears -, and this the cafe : 
Tlie maid was notof Ifrael's race. 
But bom at Midian. Mofes came 
I'rom Egypt, and efpous'd the dame : 
When he from Pharaoh's prefcnce fled. 
He took the virgin to his bed. 
His kindred dwelt in Egypt's land. 
And to his fpoufe unknown remain'd ; 
And when Jehovah him decreed 
The leader of his ckofen feed. 
She was at Midian left behind. 

But lately had her huCband join'd.^ 

M m Hence 

* It is the opinion offome commentators, that thr 

iclation ofjcthro'5 bringing Mofcs' wife and children to 
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Hence foul reproach on Mofes rafe. 
And high the caufelefs clamour goes ; 
But God his glory foon withdraws. 
And vindicates his fervant's caufc : 
Miriam * is leprous ftiiick by Heaven, 
And feven days from the camp is driven; 
But Mofes for the dame impfor d, 
And fhe to health was foon reftor'd. 

the camp, as recorded Exodus xviii. fhould come ia 
- this place; and that the contention happened immedw 
atcly thereupon. 

* The fiftcr of Mofes* 
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HISTORY THE FIFTH. 

Mojes fends Tweke Men toffy out the Land of Ca- 
naan: The difcouraging Account they bring; and 
its Confeqaences^ 

J^umhers^ ch. xlii. xlv. 

1^ O W Ifrael's tents at Kadefh Hand, 

Clofc bordering on the promU d land, 
"When order d by the Lord of Hoft, 
Twelve men weie fent to view the coaft> 
To coropafs all the plains around. 
And fee the producl of the ground ; 
To mark the cities as they rife. 
And where their ftrcngth or wcakucfs lies > 
To trace the nations round, and fee 
Of what account their warriors be ; 
Whate'cr concerns their Rate to learn. 
And then tu Ifrael's camp return. 
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The men fet out without delay, 

Jofliua and Caleb led the way ; 

While fruits of every kind abound,. 

And heavy harvcfts nod around. 

They took their rout full on the fun, 

And the whole length of Canaan run ; 

Survey 'd the cities and the helds, 

And noted what each country yields. 

But when the fpies to Plebron came, ' 

Great Kebron ! known to ancient fame. 

Built by the giant Arba,* where 

The fons of Aiiak dwelt ; 'twas there 

Their hearts firll fail'd them: With furprifc 

They fee the enormous giants rife 

In Imge terrific form and might ; 

They fee, and. tremble at the fight. 

Then fad and filent take their way 

Where the fmooth brook of Efhcol lay ; 

■^ Jofliua, xiv. 15^ 
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Here generous vines o'erfprcad the ground,. 
And purple gfapes hang blufhing round. 
BoJd Jofhua and Aout Caleb join, 
A branch they cut from off the vine. 
And on their (boulders bear the prize, 
"Which on a AaJBf between them lies. 
Then join the camp, their journey done^ 
When finks the fortieth fetting fun. 

The attentive tribes around them prefs. 
To hear what profpe<^ of fuccefs : 
The land is good^ they all reply. 
And yields its natives rich fupply : 
Vaft is the vintage, as you fee. 
For thefe the grapes of Canaan be ; 
Each plain delightful pafture yields. 
And yellbw harvefts crown the fields ; 
White fhecp upon the mountains (bine^ 
While in the vallies low the kine : 
But the inhabitants are llrong. 
And warlike feem, both old and young; 

Crowded 
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Crowded and vaft their cities ftjtnd. 

And armies wait each king*s commaiul*; 

High are their walb, and firong tlieir tQwexs» 

Nor can we hope they will be ours* 

BeCdes (if truth we muft declare) 

We faw the fons of Anak there v 

Men of fuch vad enormous fize. 

We feem'd but infecls in their eyes* 

Nor can we hope by mortal might 

E'er to fubdue their race iiv-figlu. — 

Through all thehoft hoarfe murmurs jife. 

And the whole nation thus replies : 

Oh that the Lord had fciz'd our breath 

When Egypt's fons lay cold iti death 1 

Or had refus'd our late fupply. 

And in the defert let us die. 

Por Canaan we fhall never gain. 

But in the wildemefs be flain. 

To war their kings will foon proceed, 

When by the fword we all Qi^ll bleed ; 

Whifc 
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While all our wives and children they 
Will make with eafe their captive piey. 
O Egypt, rich are thy fupplies. 
Which from thy Nile eath feafon rife! 
Then lei ns here no longer mourn* 
But make a captain and return. — 
Chear up your hearts, brave Caleb cry'd. 
And let thefe nations be defy'd ; 
Reiiicmber what our Goo hath wrought^ 
And how he late with Egypt fought: 
If we obey, our hdft will fiand^ 
We furely (hall poiffefs the land* 
And all this impious race accurft ! 
We'll tread beneath us as the duft.- — • 
In this brave Jolhua with him joined ^ 
Bat raging like the ftormy wind. 
The roaring tribes impetuous cry. 
And doom the noble youths to die. 

When this outrageous ciy was heard. 
The glory of the Lord appear 'd: 



»7J 
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The rifing llorm the brothers * found. 
And both fell proftrate on the ground. 
An awful voice immediate broke. 
And thus the God to Mofes fpoke : 
How long fhall man my power defpife. 
And wretches thus provoke the &iesl 
Oft have they fcen difplay'd to view 
My glories, and my terrors too : 
And can they doubt I Let vengeance fly. 
And by one ftroke the nation die : 
Thou fhah my conftant favourite be. 
And greater nations come from thee.- — ■ 
The prophet pleads, O Lord forgive! 
Let the rebellious nation live ! 
As late thou haft proclaim'd thy name. 
Now let' thy mercy be the fame, 
"Why (hould infuhing Egypt cry, 
i hat all the tribes of Ifrael die, 

* Mofes and Aaron, 



And 
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^ALtidmthe deferr find a grave,- 
^Bccaufc Jehoya» could not fave ?— ^ 
Once more I will, replies the LoKt>4 
Pardon the naLtioxtrM thy word: 
-But mark me well! for as I live. 
No land of CSanaan will I gire 
To thefe hold aunnwers ; hut they all 
"^hall in the thonsy defert fall : 
There fhall they waoder forty years* 
Till of the train not one appears. 
Now let the natiom turn their face. 
And hack the dnfty defert trace: 
£ut their youi^ loluldren, which they £qf 
Will to their foes he made a prey. 
Shall hy my power to combat rife^ 
And rule the land which they defpifc* 
Brave Jolhua, and bold Caleb too, 
'Shalllive my. power and truth to view-: 
In them both truth and goodncb lie ^ 
JBut every vile ungrateful fpy 

N a My 
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My wrath (hall feel. — Swift vengeance thexk 
Smites the rclu£lant murmuring ten. 
And inllaut death is i^en to give j 
But Caleb and brave Jofliua live. 
Mofes reports the awful word : 
The people mourn before the Lord; 
Would fain xeverfe the great decree. 
And the fair land of Canaan fee. 
They, tho* forbid, refolve to go. 
And combat with the mighty foe. 
Soon as the morn aflum'd her throne. 
They brace their fhining armour on. 
And march courageous up the hill. 
Contrary to Jehovah's will: 
But from the mountain's flately height 
Defcends the warlike Canaanite, 
With Amalck's revengeful fons, 
When Ifrael's hofl before them runs : 
Heavy and hard the war defcends, 
And like a mighty torrent rends >} 

The 
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The foe with (houts their terror views. 
And far as Hormahs plains purfues. 

Thus Ifracl, by their unbelief, 
Fill'd their own hearts with pungent grief. 
No Canaan now before them lies, 
Butthcy mufl backward turn their eyes 5 
And with encreafing care and paia 
Trace the vaft defcrt o'er again. 
Twelve months at Kadefh they abode. 
Then by the great command of Goo 
They wandered eight and thirty years. 
With heavy hearts, and frequent tears ; 
Till, tracing wilds and forefts o'er. 
Their tents at Kadefh (land once maie.. 
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rfiSTORY THE sixth; 

The Sabbath-breaker Stoned. 
Nttmbers^ ch. xV. 
XTT H I L E Ifracl in the dcfert layv 

One of their race prophan'd the dajf* 
Appointed for thseir holy reft ; 
Without relu^lanfce he trangrefs*d 
The great command from Sinai fpoke. 
And God's appointed fabbath broke. 
5or rotten 'ftick« he fearch'd around, ' 
And th^fniaU brufii together bound; 
Then through the winding way he went^. 
To bear the burden to his tent. 
Ifrael with grief the deed furveys. 
And foon the bold offender feize : 
Then till the will of God be known, 
In prifon he's diredly thrown. 

To Mofes then Jehovah fpoke. 
The man that hath iny fabbath broke, 
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jLnd (far d the bold prcfumptuous deed, 
lot the offence Ihall furcly bleed. 
!Let the affemble j' nation all 
With one cohfent upon him fall. 
And, none lamenting at his death, 
With heavy ftones beat out his breath. — 
The liftf ning tribes to vengeance rife. 
And low in death the offender lies. 

HISTORY TH5 SEVENTH* 

. The' Rebellion of Korah. 

J^umbers^ ch. xvi. 

Tr> U T tho' the affcmbled nation faw 

Jehovah thus enforce his law; 
Tho* every nj^tional affair 
Was fettled by his love and care, 
Some of the chief of Ifrael's race 
To groundlcfs difcontem gave place* 

- . Xhei^. 
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Their hearts with pride and rancour fwcU^ 
And fcek occafion to rebel. 

As Dathan and Abiram (hine 
Among the chiefs of Reuben's line. 
The government their thoughts purfue^ 
As to the elded brother due. 
Korah, a ehief of Levi's race. 
To Aaron's fons will not ^ve place : 
The priefthood he would make his prize i 
And hence their mutual murmurs rife. 
By cbfc and cautious wliifperslcd, 
At firfl the latent polfon fpread; 
But foon more bold and open grows^ 
And numbers publickly oppofc. 
E'en five times fifty nobles join 
Their brethren-m the bafe defign: 
Bold Korah heads the murmuring traln^ 
And thus aloud they all complain ; . 
Ye fonj of Amram ! all mud fee 
How covetous and proud ye b^ 5, 
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^Vith greedy eyes ye have in view 
^Tic government and priefthood too ; 
-^nd boldly feize them both: But why 
*^hould you exalt yourfelves fo high ! ^ 

J^re not we all God's thoren race. 

The obje^s of peculiar grace ? 

To all he hath his love exprefl, 

^'or one more holy than the reft. — 
When Mofes heard, to earth he falls. 

And on his God for fuccour calls. 

Then to the murmuring train rep!y'd: 

Ye fons of Levi ! dare your pride 

Againft the God of Ifrael rife. 

And his appointed pricft defpife ! 

Hath not the Lord your tribe ordaln'd 

The neareft to himfelf to ftand I 

Yet not content, with greedy view 

You fain would feize the priefthood too ! 

^ut check a while your daring pride ! 
Jehovah will the ft rife decide. 

To-morrow 
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To-morrow let youi: murmuring band 
Take each a cenfer in his hand. 
And incenfe bum before the Lo ro ; 
He will maintain his holy word. 
Enforce his great commanding voice, 
And let the nation know his choice.- — 

Then the great prophet, having heard 
That Dathan in this caufc appear'd. 
With bold Abiram, to them fcnt. 
To come and tell him what they meant^ 
But they the meifenger defpife. 
And each bold rebel thus replies : 
Let daftard fouls, if they think fit. 
To this great prince of ours fubmit ; 
In us he no fuch (laves (hall find. 
How can he think we are fo blind ? 
Hath he not brought us from a land 
Where every good we might command ? 
In the lone defert now we lie. 
And are appointed there to die : 

Willi 
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With promifcs wc have been fed, 
And, lur'd by thefe, to ruin led. 
Where is the land fo oft declared 
Of all thefe toils the full reward I 
Will he one ftcp that way allow I 
W^here are the fields and vineyards now I 
And mud we dill be blind and dumb I 
Tell him from us, we will not come I — 

This unkind mefiage fills with grief 
The facred feer, and for relief ' 

He feeks his God. Now morning rofe. 
When all the clan of Korah goes. 
And with the worthy brothers (land. 
With each a cenfer in his hand; 
They view them with reproachful eyes. 
While clouds of incenfe from them rile. 
The hod beholds them with amaze : 
A mutiny they ftrive to raifc. 

And now in glory God appear'd, 
And thus his awful voice was heard : 

O o Haftc: 
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Hafte ! hafte ! my fervants, far away. 
Nor with the impious nation ftay ; 
That fudden wrath may on them fly. 
And in a moment all deftroy. — 
The prophet pleads: O Lord, and (hall 
For one man's fin a nation fall !• — 
With quick reply then fpake the Lord: 
Let all the tribes regard my word. 
Bold Korah's tent at diftance view. 
And Dathan's, and Abiram's too; 
But draw not near. — Mofes declares 
The awful orders which he hears. 
And all the congregation fears ; 
At diftance ftand from either tent. 
And filent wait the great event. 

Now full in all their view appear 
The bold prefumers, void of fear. 
With all their wives and children round* 
Mofes advances on the ground, 

Cctf>'« 
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Cod's great defign he foon cxprefs'd. 

And thus the liftening tribes addrelVd : 

Ye fons of Ifrael, would ye fee 

A proof that God hath fpoke by me. 

And all your regulations Hand 

Appointed by his great comman J ; 

Behold thefe men! and if they fall 

To death's cold regions like us iill; 

And if no flrange event take place. 

Uncommon to the human race ; 

Then with impodure blafl my name. 

And let me bear eternal fliame. 

But if the Lord arife in wrath, 

And underneath them cleave the earth; 

And all the daring rebels go 

Swift headlong to the pit below; 

Then will you fee, if ye be wife, 

How much ye have provok'd the fkies.— ' 

He faid: The tents all tremble round, 
Ajid a vafl earthriuakc rocks the ground ; 

Q o ^ Bcneathi 
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Beneath in fury drives the God, 
The defert quakes, the mountains nod : 
Soon breaks the earth beneath each tcnk, 
, And do>vn the daring rebels went; 
While from their fhrieks, and difmal cries. 
The whole aftonifh'd nation flies. 
Then from the Lokd a whirling flame 
Full on the cenfer-bearers came, 
Who flood advancing Korah's claim : 
Sudden the five times fifty die ; 
And while expos'd their bodies lie. 
The people view with trembling awe, 
And flowly to their tents withdraw. 

But when the mom rcnew'd the day. 
The tribes to Mofes took their way, 
And murmuring cry with one accord, 
You've kill'd the people of the Lord. — 
While thus the difcontented crowd 
Againfl their leaders ftorm'd aloud, 
Defccnds to earth the fieiy cloud-, 

And 
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And as the hotmdlefs glory falls. 
An awful Voice to M'ifes calls : 
Halle from the camp, without delay ! 
Depart! and give my vengeance way.— 
On earth each brother fuppliant lies, 
'When Mofes thus to Aaron cries : 
Hade, take a cenfer ! wrath is fled. 
Which foon will ftrike the nation dead 
Which every day their God provoke ; 
Let iucenfe flay the mighty ftroke ! . 
Quick from the ahar take the fire i 
Petition as the fumes afpire. 
And make atonement. — Aaron goes. 
And foon the dire difafter knows: 
The holy priefl exalts his head 
Between the living and the dead. 
And as the fumes of inccnfe life 
lie huibbly fupplicates .the flues. 
His chofen priefl Jehovah hears. 
And the rebellious nation fpares ; 

Buc 
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But e'er the fvveeping vengeance ftay'd,. 
In dui\ were fourteen thoufand laid. 

And now to make contention ceafe,. 
To fettle all the tribes in peace. 
And fix the priefthood, Ifrael's God 
Commands each tribe to bring a rod 
Of dead dry twigs*, and on the fame 
Let every prince infcribc his name: 
On Levi's rod let Aaron write ; 
And lay them by the ark all night. 
The tribes obey; twelve rods are brought. 
And each infcrib'd as God had tauglit : 
All in the tabernacle lay, 
And when the morn return'd the day 
By Mofes the twelve rods were (hewn. 
And every ruler chofe his own : 
When in the people's wondering view, 
Full of green leaves, and bio (Toms too, 
A'Vit-h ht'r.\'y fruit, was Aaron's rod. 
Tlie {houilug nation own the Gou; 

A 
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And now with one united voice 
Applauding, they confirm the choice ; 
And fay they will no more draw nigh 
To touch the piiedhood, left they die. 
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ir^ Ifraeiites, after Eighteen Encampments^ return 
to Kadejh-Barnea, Water fails, Mofes is com- 
manded to call on the Rjck: But by his Manner of 
doing this, gides Offence to his GOD; and Avon 
and he are denied Entrance into Canaan, Aaron 
dies on Mount Hor, 

Numbers, ch. xx. 

'^T O W in th' account of time appears 

A fpace of fevcn and thirty years 
Since Ifrael's tribes from Kadefh (Irav, 
dbi the dry tracklefs dreary way, 

Their 
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Their folly and their guilt to learn, 

And now to Kadeih they return. 

Eighteen ei>€ampments ihey had made ;* 

Here longer, there lefs time they flaid, 

As God dire£led hy his cloud. 

To raife them bread no land they plow'd, 

»■ 
, By manna all this time fupplyM ; 

And gufhlng ftreams from Horeb's fide 

Purfue them thro* the defert wide. 

Whole and unworn their clothes remain'd, 

Fiefh as when new, till they had gain'd 



* The Ifraelites returned to Kadcfh in the firfli] 
of the fortieth year of their coming out of Egypt, 
eighteen encampments from the fame place, which 
left at the end of the fccond year. The encamp 
arc as follow; from Kadefh i to Rithmah, a Rin 
parcz, 3 Libnah, 4 Riffah, 5 iCehclathah, 6r 
Shapher, 7 Haradah, 8 Makheloth, g Tahath 
Tarah, 11 Mithcah, 12 Haflnnonah, 13 Mof 
1 4 Benc-jaakan, 1 5 Hor-hagidgad, 1 6 Jotbathal 
Ebronah, r8 Ezion-gabcrj then to Kadefh. 
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The land of promifc : But the Aream 
Which had fo long from Horcb came, 
Tho' wanted ftiU, wai now grown dry. 
When thus the people murmuring cry: 
O that the fire of God that flew 
Our brethren, had devoured us too: 
Or that the earth, with opening womb» 
Had hid ns from all woes to come; 
For here We in the defert lie, 
And mud for want of water die. 
Better in Egypt we'd remain'd. 
Than perifh in this evil land. — 

The brothers fupplicate their GoD| 
Who bidj them take the holy rod. 
And on a rock adjacent call. 
When ftreamS of water thence fhall fall. 
The rod, purfaant to his word, 
Mofes takes from before the Lord ; 
With it he ftands before the rock, 
la crowds the people round him flock : ' 

P p Ye 
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Ye rebels ! then the prophet cries, 
Still will your daring murmurs rife ! 
Still make Jehovah on you frown. 
And bring frefli plagues and curfes down! 
Out of this rock muft we produce 
Clear water, for your general ufc I 
Near forty tedious years are fled 
Since gufliing ftreams from Horeb fpread: 
Then you to heaven your murmurs fent. 

And you have feen the dire event. 

Muft we to Canaan ne'er proceed! 

But ftill to wandering be decreed 

By your rebellion I- — With his rod 

Twice fmote the prophet ; but his God 

He had forgot. A copious ftream 

Down from the rock direclly came. 

The people view the chryftal tide. 

And all the nation is fupply'd. 

Then to the brothers fpokc the Lord: 

5incc you prefum'd to doubt my word 

' Befoi 
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Before the people, and complain 
That Canaan's Ian i they will not gain, 
JAy truth I foon will make appear; 
But Mofes {hall not lead thcm-therc. — 

Now Ifraei's tents near E.lom fiaiid. 
And aik a paCTage thro' the land ;. 
The king refus'd, and tame w::li force 
Of dreadful arms, to hop their courfe. 
The war they fliuu, nor longer ftay, 
But to mount Hor purfue their way. 

On Hor's high fummit Aaron dies ; 
And ftripp d of ail his robes he lies ; 
The facrcd robes his fbn * receives ; 
For their lov'd priefl the nation grieves : 
They all unite to fpcak his prailc. 
And fpend in mouming thirty days. 

* Eleatar. 
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HISTORY THE NINTH. 

The Brazen Serpent. 

Jiumbers^ ch. xxi. 

O W bordering on the promis'd land 



Again the tents of Ifrael fiand. 
When Arad, oac of Canaan's kings» 
A mighty hoft to battle ^brings ; 
And making warlike force his boaft. 
He fmitcs the fkirts of Ifrael's hoft; 
Plunders their camp, and takes away 
Great numbers as his captive prey. 
The humbled nation feek the fldcs. 
In hopes that Ifrael's God will rife 
In her defence ; and then prepare 

To face this dreadful fon of war. 

Jehovah deigns to interpofe. 

And gives them vidlory o'er their foes : 
The men they flay, the cities burn, 

And back in triumph foon return. 



A9 
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As EJom would their march withfbnd. 
They fetched a compafs round his land : 
But here the tribes, Aviih deep difmay, 
Beheld the dangers of the way; 
And while unccafing murmurs rife. 
With ftormy look they view the Ikies. 
Jehovah foon to vengeance turn&« 
And in the air immediate bums 
A fligh^of fiery ferpcnts. All 
About the camp promifcuous fall : 
They bite the guilty nation round, 
And certain death inflames the wound. 
The humbled tribes lament their deeds ; 
And Heaven's rich mercy foon fuccecds. 
An obelilk the prophet rears ; 
rierc rais'd to public view appears 
A brazen fcrpent : Tliis who views 
No longer the difeafe purfues ; 
Immediate eafe the profpe^l gives, 
And the beholding nation lives. 



29s 
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Pafs over Arnon,* and demand 

A fpeedy paflage thro' the land 

Of Hefhbon's king. Your fuit deny'd, 

Prepare to check the monarch's pride ; 

, Confront him boldly in the field. 

Soon (hall his mighty army yield. 

You fhali infpire your foes with dread, 

And trample on the mighty dead : 

Victory fhall follow where you go, 

And lay the kings of Canaan low. — 

The prophet to the king apply'd ; 

The monarch his requeA deny'd, ' 

And brings his armies to oppofe ; 

When Ifrael's hoft to meet him goes. 

Drives like a ftorm that gathers round. 

And treads his warriors to the ground : 

O'er all his land deftruclion fpread, 

And pil'd in mighty heaps the dead, 

From 
* The river Arnon, frequently mentioned in the fk- 
cred writings. It rifes in the muunlains of Gilead» 
and ruub into the Dead Sea. 
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^Trom flowery Arnon's winding ftream 
7o diilant Jabbok. Ifrael came 
^By great Jehovah's juft command, 
-And feiz'd bis.cilies, and his land. 

To Baihan next God*s armies go, 
•And Og the giant overthrow : 

This prince of vaft enormous (izc, 
'On iron bedheads * nightly lies. . 

He in the war rcceiv'd a wound. 

His armour rings againft the ground^: 

•Dreadful in death, he fpreads the plaift. 

By men of common (lature (lain. 

By Ifrael's fword his people fall ; 

Wide-wafiing flaughter fwallows alh 

Then all hb cities, and his coaft, 

^Became the fpoii of Ifrael's holt. 

Q q TuH 

* The bcdftcads of iron on vhich this giant lay, 
"Were prcfcrvcd for a long time iu the city of Rabbah. 
They were fifteen feet four inches long, and &x feet ten 
-inches broad. 
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Full fixty cities, walld around. 

And arm'd with towers, the conquerors founc 

In dreadful war the natives fell ; 

And there the fons of Ifrael dwell. 
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T'hc Prophecies of Balaam. 

Numbers^ ch. xxii. xxiii. xxiv. 

TVT £ AR to great Jordan's facred Aream 
The conquering tribes of Ifrael came; 
And ftretch'd on Moab's fpacious plains, 
A while in peace their camp remains. 

Balak the king beholds with fear 
This mighty nation come fo near. 
And while the wondering crowds relate 
The giant Og and Sihon s fate. 
Thro' Moab's land the rumour nuu, 
And terror feizes all her fon». 
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"To truft the fortune of the field 
The wary monarch will not yield : 
To deeper thoughts he turns his mind. 
And would in chains of magic bind 
The vi£lor hoft, the while he fmitcs :. 
lirlidian in this with him unites. 
, At diftant Pethor, near the ftrcanx 
Of great Euphrates, high in fame 
The prophet Balaam dwelt^ and here 
Moabs and Midians chiefs appear. 
Explain the terror of their views. 
And beg he every art will ufe 
To curfe this people, and confound, 
That they may fmitc them to the ground.. 
The honour and rewards they brought, 
Engag'd the old diviner's thought ; 
All thought, of God at diftance lies,. 
But gain his every care employs ; 
To curfe or blefs indifferent lay, 
That beft to him which beft would pay ; 

O q^ i{ Aui 
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Ani while the winds of profit blow. 
It flood his fix'd defign to go : 
But better to prefervc his ftatc. 
He bids the princely nobles wait. 
As in the night his thoughts he tum'd 
.(While all his foul with rapture burn d 
Gn the great honours and reward 
By Moab's king for him prcpar'd. 
And by what deep difplay of (kill 
He might perform the monarch's will. 
His manfion fhook ; he wildly ftar'd. 
And thus an awful voice was heard : 
Proceed not in this bold dcfign ! 
Nor cuife a people that arc mine; 
To them mypromife fliall- not fail,. 
Nor can inchanting (kill prevail ; 
By them the land will be poflcfs*d ; 
1 blefs'd them, and they fliali be blefs'< 
The old magician, in a fright. 
Soon a» the morn reftor d the light , 
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llets the aftonidi'd nobles know. 
That for his life he dare not go. 
Silent and fad, the princely train 
Return to Moab's plains again, 
Make the old man*s refufal known. 

And Moab fends a general groan. 

The king concludes he feems fo nice 

Only with views to raife his price •, 

And nobler princes to him fends, 

Who let him. know that he intends 

To make the journey worth regard, 

And crown his toil with vaft reward. 

The necromancer rolls his eyes, 

And fain would make the wealth his prize ; -. 

He longs to go without delay. 

But ftill he bids the nobles ftay. 

At night the fortner Voice he hears, 

Which bids him go ; but yet declares. 

That when before the king he (lands 

Ue that fball fpeak which God commands. 

Early 
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Early he rifes, and with fpced 
All on their journey foon proceed. , 
His thoughts on gain old Balaam placd,. 
And hurries on his. afs with halle : 
His greedy heart all heaven offends^ 
Thence a bright angel foon defcends,- 
And fhining dreadful as a God, 
Stands with i fword full in the road. 
The afs the heavenly form beheld. 
And turn'd afide into the field: 
The wizard his defign purfues,. 
Nor once the great oppofer views ; 
But as the afs retards liis hafte. 
He fturdy ftrokcs upon him plac'd. 

Now brighter ftill the vifion burns,. 
And full on the diviner turns ;. 
To a clofe narrow way it came,. 
And brandifli'd like a whirling flame 
A dreadful fword: The trembling -.afs 
Dare not draw nigh, or by it pafs, 
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IKut hurls the rider to the ground : 
Soon as his legs the old man found. 
To the poor brute in wrath he goes, 
And loads his hide with heavy blows-; 
When the dull afs the (ilencc broke. 
And to his angry lord thus fpoke : 
What evil have I done, which brings 
'Such foul abufe ? — Thy hardfhip fprings 
From carcicflhefs, rcply'd the (ire, 
And juftly haft thou rous'd my ire ; 
To mock me thou haft flack'd thy fpeed. 
And by my fword (halt furcly bleed ; 
Oh that I had it here I — Replies 
The fpeaking afs, I thought you wife ; 
Can you complain, in former time 
That want of fpeed has been my crime ^ 
If now I ftop, is there not caufe ? 
Behold yon fword, and him that draws.- — 
^ow Balaam fees ; on earth he falls, 
While to him thus the angel calls : 

With 
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Wiih what unruly ragie poflcft, 
Smited thou thus the liarmkfs beiifl ! 
^ Twas I withftood thee ; and I fay, 
Pervcrfe and wicked is thy way ! 
-And had thine afs not tum'd afidc. 
By this bright fword thyfelf had dy'd,-— 
The prophet cries, O Lord, forgive ! 
Great is my fin ; but let me live : 
My guilt and blindnefs both I mourn; 
If fiich thy will, let me return. — 
The angel fays, You may proceed. 
But what you do or fay take heed! — > 

With joy to the impatient king. 
The princes the diviner bring ; 
To facrifice they go with fpeed. 
The priefts attend, the vi£lims bleed; 
-And while the loaded altars fmoke, 
They every idol-god invoke. 

Soon as the mom adom'd the fkies. 
And Moab's god * was feen to rife, 

* The fun, which they worflilpped. 
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Balaam, ble&m^ I&ael. 
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^p an high mountain, by a wood 
Where Bill's fumptirouts/tatuc Jlood, 
'Trom ^vhcnce iull on the waade ring rye 
'Ifrad's fair tfnts m profpt^*. iic, 
The monarch takes his prophd-gticfl. 
When thus the ^re the kingaddrefl; 
On this^ifccBt fevcii altars riife. 
And tojfe God of Heaven Qiill bU/C 
On cwi a bullock inJ a nm ; 
AadfccdchyreLf theficredflimCi 
1 10 due diHance (hill proceed^ 
Atid bring thee wordivhat iadccffctl-— 
To dillaacc ih^ the prophctAfent, 
And aa he pius'd on the event 
JtHOvAH met him in the way. 
And jnflani told him what u> tky. 
SotWL to the monarch he retum'J, ^^|^ '\ • ' 
A [id with prophetic rapture bnm'd; 
H;; fcein'd flitfdmore than man, ' '" 

And thus the facred {Irain began : 

R r By 
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By Moab's king from Aram brought, 

I had indulged the daring thought 

Ifracl to curfe, with impious pride, 

While Jacob's fons I had dcfy'd : 

But God from his eternal throne 

Demands tliis people as his own! 

He over all his fons will reign. 

And every mortal curfe is vain ! 

From this vafl mountain's flately height 

See how he rifes on my fight! 

The objc£b of peculiar care, 

'Which none on earth fliall with him fliarc. 

While numerous Ihall his fons be found. 

As grains of dud that fpread the ground, 

O could I with this people join, 

And make their every bleffing mine! 

Jn Gods protection (helter'd lie. 

And peaceful like his people die! — 

What haft thou faid! the king rcplic^. 

With anger flafhing from his eye?, 

Il brought 
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I brought thee here to curfe my foes, 

Kut lo, thy lavifh tongue heflows 

Bleflings alone ! — I dare expref^ 

Not one fmall accent more or Icfs 

Than God hath given; replies the fage.-^ 

The monarch checks his rifiDg rage. 

And calm retnms : Since that's the cafe, 

I'll take thee to another place, 

Where but a part vre can behold ; 

Curfe them from thence, and gain ray gold!— * 

To lofty Pifgih goes the train, 

And climb the mountain's fide with pain ; 

And here, ere further they proceed. 

Seven rams and feven fat bullocks bleed ; 

The carefvd monarch feeds the fire, 

While to a diftance goes the lire ; 

Full of the God he foon retum'd. 

His heart with holy rapture burn'd; 

With great ideas heav'd his breaft, 

While thus the monarch he addrcft : 

R-r « RiiV 
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Rife up, great prince ! Bahk rife I 
And hear the language of the ikies : 
Can heaven s fupreme eternal Lokd 
Ever repent, or change his word I . 
Shall mortal his decree reverfe I 
Or when he bieffes, dare to curfc ! 
How would the impious heathen fcoff^ 
If he fhould call his people off! 
Be their perverfenefs what it will, 
He can forgive, and love them ftill. 
His conftant prefence makes them fing^ 
And all the armies fhout their King, 
from Egypt brought by dreadful might. 
Should all the powers of hell unite^ 
With each detefted magic charm^ 
They could not do God*s Ifrael harm* 
In God his ftrength and glory lies } 
He like a lion foon (hall rife. 
And rend the nations; norrefraiil 
Till earth fiiall groan beneath the flaiot-^ 

BUfier 
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Bllfter thy babbliag tongue, replies 
The angry king, till ftiU ii lies 1 — 
Tlie fire returns, Did not I fay. 
That God's impulfe I muft obey ? — 

The cautious king his wrath reftrains. 
He takes the prophet 'crofs the pbins, 
'And Peor s lofty top he gains: 
Seven rural altars here he rais*d, 
And as before the vidinis blaz'd. 
The prophet now no further goes. 
The will of God he clearly knows; 
Acrois the defert rolls his eyes. 
And Ifrael in his tents he fpies. 
Prophetic rapture fill'd his bread. 
Which boldly thus he foon exprcft : 
What glories burft upon my fight 
When late 1 faw a Vifion bright. 
And God before my wondering eyes 
Made his beloved Ifrael life ! 

How 
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How beautiful thy tents appear^ 

O Ifiael, feen diflin£lly here 1 

After thy long laborious toil, 

Thou mak'ft the lonely defert fmile. 

As gardens by the river fide. 

Or the tall cedars ftately pride : 

Vaft as the drops the fea contains. 

Thy feed (hall fpread o'er Canaan's plains :- 

So high in earth ihall rife their fame. 

Proud Amaleklhall want a name I 

God, by his ftrong rcfiftlefs hand. 

Hath brought thee from th' Egyptian land: 

The nations round thou flialt devour. 

And break their bones with mighty power;: 

As when the lion fleeping lies, 

The wretch that dares to roufe him dies. . 

Thee with rich bleflings load I muft. 

The wretch that curfes thee is curft.— 

No longer can the king contain, 

B^t interrupts the facred Hrain '^ 

2^. 
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'Be gone ! he cries : Til hear no more : 

Still the old fubje£l o'er and o'er! 
-Three times hath thy delufive tongue 

Perfifted in the daring wrong : 
.Had I been us'd* with due regard, 

I well am able to: reward ; 
-But hence ! — Full of prophetic (ire, 

• Still undifmay'd proceeds the fire : 
« Great is the Ruler of the Skies, 

Still on my view his vifions rife ; 

• Shall I for 'gain rclu£lant ftand, 

• Or dare to alter his command! 
:For when I ftand before his throne 

• He'll make his truth and juftice known.' 
.Bright as a ftar that decks the (kies. 

Shall a great king from Ifracl rife : 
.In his long. line the fceptre runs, 
,And he Ihall conquer Moab s fons: -: 

O'er hoftile Edom he (hall rejgn, 
. And Amalek's ftout race be flain; 

l^ox 
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Nor fhall the Kenite flaughtcr mifs : 

But who (hall live when God does this!— 

So fpake the bard. And then to bring 

In humour the offended king. 

Proceeds his laft advice to give : * 

And that the Moabitcs may live 

Long unmolefted on theii; plain. 

And mafters of their land remain. 

He bids him fend their wily fair 

The fons of Ifraci to infnare ; 

Towards their camp with fongs to move-. 

And take them in the toils of love; 

Their every lewd defire allow, 

And make them to their idols bow. 

Such condud, fays the crafty fire, 

"Will quickly roufe Jehovah's ire ; 

And when without their God they go. 

They are a defpicable foe. 

* Jlcv. ii. 14. 

HISTORY 
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HISTORY the TWELFTH. 

"tTA^ Ifiaelites /educed to Idolatry by the Moahitj/Ji and 
Midianiti/h Women » 



vS 



Numbers^ ch. xxv. 
TILL In their camp the tribes abide, 



Nor dreamt of plots ou Moab's fide : 
But foon the deep deGgnlng king 
Prepares to bring about the thing 
Late by the old diviner taught ; 
And Ifrael in the fnare is caught, 
Moab's and Midian's daughters join 
To bring about the lewd dcfig!! : 
In a bright fhlning troop ihcy move. 
And fing loofc fongs of lawlcG love. 
Taking each method to infpirc 
'God's people -^viih forbidden fire. 
The dire infeclion quickly runs 
Thro' all the veins of Ifrael's fons : 

S s Boldly 
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Boldly they fcize the willing fair. 

When to oblige them is their care; 

And that they may their fuit allow. 

They to the gods of Moab bow ; 

And follow their forbidden loves, 

Amongft the idols and the groves. 

With them in facrifice they join. 

And worfhip at each idol fhrine : 

Their rites obfceue and feafls partake. 

And God's high wor{liip thus forfake. 
Their foul revolt and impious. decdj 
Jehovah to avenge proceeds. 
To Mofes foon the order came 
That thro' the tribes he muft proclaim 
To every prince without delay. 
That each rcvolter he Ihall flay 
Amongft his men. Nor this alone ; 
But God, to makfi his anger known. 
To death's dread angcl order gives. 
And peftilcnce amongft them drive* 

Wide^ 
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Wide-wafting from the infcelcd fl;\', 
And Ifracl's fons by thoufands die. 

The weeping tribes their guilt coufcfs, 
And round God's holy altar prefi ; 
"When with a Midianitifli dame 
Full in their view bold Zimri came ; 
He to his tent the danifjl take?, 
\Vhen Phinehas an atonement iiiakes: 
His eye purfu'd the princely pair 
To Zimri's tent, and hafty there 
He boldly follow'd with a Tpear: 
His anger kindling at the view. 
He with full force the javelin threw ; 
Thro' both their hearts the weapon diove, 
Sad produfl of unlawful love I 
Swift gufliing from the double wound, 
The blood in ftreams o'erfpread the groi:nd ; 
And when in deatli the pair were laid, 
The dreadful peftilcnce was ftaid; 

S s 5J- But 
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But twice twelve thoufand warriors lay 
To death's dcftruclive power a prey. 
Jehovah's voice applauds the deed, 
And endlefs priefthood is decreed 
To zealous Phinehas and his feed. 

HISTORY THE THIRTEENTH. 

The DeJiruBlon of the Midianites^ 
Xumbers^ ch. xxxi.. 
N D now in wrath Jehovah rofc 



A 



Afgainft his people's crafty foes ; 
And gives command that they prepare 
On Midian's fons to turn the war: 
But ere they m the courfe proceed, 
Or Canaan's raightlefl nations bleed. 
The God of Ifrael gives command 
That all her armies number d Hand : 
Then thro' the camp with prudent care 
The heralds of the hoft repair, 



The 



H 1 S T O R Y of the B I B L E. 319 

The numbers of the warriors take, 
And the report to Mofes make. 
Six hundred thoufand able men, 
From twenty years and upward, then 
(A number much about the fame 
As when the tribes from Egypt came) ^ 
Demand the honours of the field, 
Compleatly arm'd with fword and fliield. 
But not a Cngle man was found 
In all the numerous armies round. 
That by the facred mountain's fide 
Mofes had number'd, when the pride 
Of haughty Egypt was laid low. 
Now almoft forty years ago; 
All in the defer t found their end. 
Except brave Jofhua, and his friend 
Stout Caleb, who from Eflicol's ftrcam 
Laden with grapes exulting came. 

Then Ifraels God minutely draws 
Some plain and ncceffary laws, 

Ordaind 
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Qrdaind amongd the tribes to fland 
"When they poffcfs the promis'd land ; 
And gives in charge amongft the reft. 
At Hepher s daughters * juft requeft. 
When in a houfe male iffiie fails, 
The daughters, in default of males. 
Their father s lands may jointly claim,. 
If marriage makes their tribe the fame*- 

And now the ready hofts prepare 
On Midian*s land to drive the war. 
One thoufand of each tribe appear 
Elate and eager to go there : 
The prieft the facred trumpet blows. 
And to the war exulting goes. 
Then like a torrent's furious courfe. 
That niflies with refiftlcfs force, 
And fweeps acrofs the trembling plain 
Till neither houfe nor tree remain. 
On Midian's hoft God's army drives 
^Till all their warriors lofe their lives: 
* Xlie daughters of Zclophchad, the fon of H:phir. 
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Tivc warlike kings in battle bled. 
And lay amonft the vulgar dead. 
The old diviner, who remain'd 
Still at a diflance from his land, 
-And with the tribes of Midian dwelt, 
The fword's (harp point amongft them felt : 
, Among the heaps of flain he lies, 
.And for his vile contiivance dies. 

The conquerors then to plunder turn. 
And all the goodly cities bum: 
Vaft booty take : The tender fair. 
And all the children's lives they fparc: 
Then to the camp the captives bring, 
While great Jehovah's praife they fing. 
The prophet gives the warriors blame, 
Bccaufe the women with them came: 
■For thefe, he cries, have be?n your banc. 
And muft not in the camp remain ; ^ 
To righteous flaughter then proceedr 
And let the fair feducers bleed*, 



381 
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Let the male children with them (hare ; 
But all the female infants fpare. — 

Whoe'er had kill'd, or touch'd the flain. 
Seven days without the camp remain ; 
Then, as Jehovah's word decreed. 
To fhare the plunder they proceed ; 
Half of the fpoil the nation gains. 
The reft the warriors (hare remains; 
And the glad train, with one accord, 
Prefcnt an olFering to the Lord : 
For when from mighty nations flain 
They to their friends return again. 
And number over all their hofl, . 
Not one amongfl them all was lofl. 



HISTORY 
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'HISTORY THE FOURTEENTH. 

^he Petition of the Reuhenites and Gadiles, for the 
Land on that Side Jordan where they then were* 

JS'umUrs^ ch. xxxii. 

/ I V O Reuben s tribe, and Gad's, remains, 

'*' Wide fpread acrofs the verdant plains, 
Vaft flocks of fheep, and herds of kine, 
"Which in the flowery vallies fliine. 
And as near Jordan's banks are fecn 
Fat pafturcs cloath'djn living green ; 
And proper all the land to breed 
All forts of cattle, and to feed -, 
The tribes in one petition join'd , 
That thefe rich lands might be afljgn'd 
As therr pofleffion, on this fide 

The mighty Jordan's fwelling tide. 

The prophet the requeft denies. 

And to the warriors thus replies : 

T t And 
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And have I liv'd to fee the day 

Wlicn Reuben's fons, with fad difmay:. 

Wandering on Jordan's winding fhore. 

Shall long to fliine in arms no more? 

The warrior chief that thus proceeds. 

Sullies his former noble deeds. 

And makes his brethren's hearts to fail* 

Should.now fuch difcontent prevail. 

Your all is loft. ^ Have you forgot 

The ftory of your fathers lot, 

Whofe murmuring fear provok'd the Lo&o^ 

And made him fpeak the awful word, 

That Canaan they fhould ne'er behold? 

And now the troops, elate and bold. 

In fliining arms all mufter'd (land, 

In profpe(fl of the promis'd land. 

You rife up in your fathers fteid, 

And take the courfes of the dead. 

To make Jehovah's wrath to burUi 

And all his people back return 

Into 
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Ifoto the defext, there to die.- — 
This faid; the warrior chiefs draw nigh, 
And to the prophet thus reply : 
Think not, my lord, thy fcrvants e'er 
Will fliun the horrid face of war : 
*Crofs Jordan'^ ftreams we'll boldly go. 
And face our brethren's every foe ; 
And when^our armies crofs the plain. 
We'll march the foremoft of the train : 
Folds for our cattle we will rear, 
And leave our wives and children here:- 
But when the noife of war fhall ceafe. 
And all our brethren dwell in peace, 
Thefe chofcn plains we will regain, 
And gladly join our kindred train. — 
IF fuch your choice, the feer replies. 
All Gilead's land bcfoie you lies; 
This to your lot fhall be afSgn'd, 
If ypu your facrcd promife mind : 

T t 2- But 
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But if you difregard the word 
You have declar'd before the Lord, 
This promife (hall be henceforth void.— 
To this the warrior train reply'd : 
On this condition, this alone, 
We hold the countr)- as our outi ; 
Our glory 'tis to face the foe, 
And arin'd before the tribes we'll go; 
.And as our conducl in the field, 
Do thou to the petition yield. — 
Ko longer now the fire withftands,. 
But- to the tribes divides the lands. 



HISTORY 
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HISTORY THE FIFTEENTHl. 

The Death ef M^fes. 

Detit, ch. xxxiv. 

A T Shittim flill the tribes remain' d, 

And now the fortieth year had gam'd ;i 
They on the verge of Canaan ftaild. 
And the laft month was nigh at hand. 
The prophet, ere he leaves his charge, 
Calls all the people, .and, at large, 
To give his laft advice proceeds, 
And tell Jehovah's dreadful decds^. 
He fcts before the people's eyes 
Where all their peace and fuftty lies; 
And full before their fight he Izys 
Their pafl rebellion, and tlicir ways *, 
Traces the defert thro' in thought, 
And fiicws what wonders God had wrouglit; 

Then? 
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Then lets the lift'ning armies know, 
'Crofs Jordan's ftreams they are to go ; 
And tells them, that the only way 
To happinefs is to obey, 
For then their God will fight, and all 
Tlieir numerous foes will furely fall : 
\yith full fuccefs they will be crown'd. 
And rule the mighty kingdoms round. 
But if againft their God they turn, . 
And his moft holy altar fpum ; 
To idols their obeifauce make. 
And their unhallow'd rites partake ; 
They furely can expe6l no lefs 
Than dreadful trouble and diftrcfs : 
If idol gods they ferve, they all 
Shall into fuch deje<rtion fall 
That the fierce heathen nations round v 
Will fmite and utterly confound 
The fons of Ifrael, and their rice, 
Who muft to every ill give place ; 



Vex'd^ ■ 
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"Vex'd, harrafs*d, broken and diftrcft, 
JDifpirited, and far from reft, 
With terror xhcy their ftate fhall view. 
And trembling flee, when none purfuc. 
With all his might the prophet tries 
To teach the people to be wife ; 
Repeats Jehovah's various laws, 
And the juft line of duty draws; 
Brings every danger to their fight, 
And labours hard to lead them right; 
Like a good watchman warning gives. 
And fain would blefs them while he lives, 
iDirccled to one point he brought 
The force of language and of thought, 
.And eveFj"" powerful method join'd. 
To fix inOrucUon on the mind: 
Then, in his own triumphant lays. 
The prophet fings Jehovah's praife. 
"With native force, and Hebrew fire, 
.He ftrings his wild majeftic lyre: 

The 
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The flowing numbers round him throng. 
And breezes bear the facrcd fong. 

AfFeded with the heavenly ftrain. 
As flatucs fix'd the tribes remain. 
And all their mighty armies round 
With rapture hear the lofty found. 

But near a great event now lies. 
Which checks the nations riling joys. 
Though the much-lov'd, exalted man, 
Now fifty years his courfe had ran 
Beyond the threefcore years and ten. 
The bounds of life to common men. 
Bright {hone the evening of his day; 
And ftill unconfcious of decay 
Kis nature flood: But God's high will 
Demands his prophet up the hill. 
On Pifgah's '" lofty top to fland. 

And thence to view the promised land; 

Then 
■*' rifgah, Hor, Peor, Nebo, and Abiram, were a 
chain of mountains between the defcrt and the'.-rivcr 
Jordan. 
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Then peaceful on the earth to lie, 
And in his Gob's embraces die. 
This to tlie tribes declares the fecr. 
And Ifrael's fons in grief appear : 
The tender tears in rivers flow. 
And all the armies join in woe. 
The prophet then his blefling gives 
To his lov'd Ifrael while he lives; 
Each tribe apart diftin£lly names. 
To each their future lot proclaims ; 
Then the united nation bleft, 
By God ordain'd to peace an^ reft ; 
The God that rides upon the cloud. 
In fovereign triumph o'er the proud. 
Great bleffings, Ifrael, are thy fliare, 
Thou objed of Jehovah's care ! 
Like a broad (hield he will defend ; 
He is thy Great Eternal Friend! 
And when thy foes upon thee frown, 
Thou by his power fhalt tread them dotvn. 

U u While 
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While tears exprefs the Mtion's wocs^ 
The prophet up the mountain goes; 
The people follow with their eyes, 
As by flow fteps he's fccn to rife: 
Their love his worth and grcatncfs tell. 
And take a long and lafl farewell. 
The mountain's crowTi at length he gains, 
And on the lofty height remains 
Till God dcfccnds, and to his view 
All Canaan's land proceeds to fhew. 
Which Ifrael's tribes (ball foon divide^ 
Beyond great Jordan's fwellingtide. 
The vaft extent of ground that lay 
Between Euphrates and the fea •, 
The various valleys, and the plains. 
With ftiengthen'd fight the prophet gains; 
lor great Jehovah clears his eyes, 
AVhile Canaan's mifly mountains rife, 
Thefe are the lands, he faid, I give, 
And here my Ifrael's fons fhall live; 

' Tlicfc 
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Thefe plainly thou ||^(^ fccn ; but know, 
Thqu over, thither (hall not go. — 
Elate, and full of heavenly joys, 
On the cold ground die prophet lies ; 
\Vhen without pain his fpirit fied, 
And fcarlefs join d the mighty dead. 

Then God, from his eternal throne. 
To Michael * thus his will made known ;• 
Michael, whofe glories brlg';iicft rife 
Amongd the armies of the Ikies : 
On Pifgah's top, his fpirit fled. 
My much-lov'd prophet now Hes dead; 
Michael, I to thy care afTign, 
And be the laft dear office thine. 
The rights of burial to bcftow : 
The facred grave let no man know.f — 

U u s Tlier 

* Jude, vcr. 9. 

+ It is fuppbfed, the reafon why (he grave of Mofcj 
>^as concealed, was left the Ifr^elites ftiould pay fupcr' 
ftUkntt honours to the tomb of fo great a prop.hct.- 
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The prince of angels takes his way 
Where cold in death the ppophet lay;, 
And in a Clent valley gave 
The greateft of mankind a gi-avc. 
The weeping nation thirty days 
The tender rites of mourning pays: 
Their mighty lofs they much deplore ; 
For fuch a prophet comes no more. 

HISTORY THE SIXTEENTH. 

Jtjhuajucceedi Mofes in the Government : Is ence^L- 
raged by a Vifion : Gives Notice to the Armes t^ 
prepare to crojs Jordan; and fends Two Spies <# 
Jericho». 

Jq/hua, ch. i, iu 

^k ^ H E man of God> before he dy'd, 

That Ifrael's tribes might be fupply'4. 

With a brave man to take his place, 

And lead to war the chofen race, 

Oft 
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f)n warlike Joflma laid his hands, 
And gave the people hift commandi 
To honour him, and to obey,. 
And follow where he led the way, 
Amongft the mightieft where he ftood^. 
Before they pafs^d o'er Jordan's flood,. j 

Ablaze of glory round him (hone. 
And Ifrael's Goo himfelf made known*. 
My fervant Mofes now is dead, 
And thou art captain in his Acad:. 
To thee devolves the great command,. 
To lead my fons to Canaan's land : 
Then rifei and orofs great Jordan's ftream^. 
And make all Canaan know thy name. 
Rife in thy might 1 Thy toil I crown, 
And tread each bold oppofcr down. 
My people fhall the land divide 
From great Euphrates' eaftem tide. 
To where the fun at clofe of day 
Hides his bright forehead in the fca. 

Rcncwn'^li 
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Rcnown'd for valoui: thou fhalt be. 
Nor one on earth a match for thee ; 
Of common or gigantic fizc, 
The man that dares oppofe thee dies! 
As Mofes late partook my love. 
From thee my prcfence fliall not move : 
I, in each dreadful day of fight. 
Am with thee ftrong in all my might. 
Take courage then I and boldly ftand;- 
You furely fhall poflefs the land •• 
But nevcf let thy fight withdraw 
From tli'c great copy of my law -, 
This thou fiialt make thy chief delight,. 
Tlicre meditate by day and night; 
Firm in its facredpaths abide, 
And never from them turn afide. 
Then I thy bold attempts will blcfs,. 
And profpcr tliee with fu" fuccefs. 
Fear not I Jehovah with thee goes, 
To crown thy toil, and crufhihy foes. — 

The 
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The hero to the chafge attends, 
^And thro' the hoft the heralds fends, 
To warn the armies to prepare 
The third day te begin the war; 
Pafs over Jordan's fwelling wave, • 
And feize ihe lands Jehovah gave. 
To Reuben's tribe, and Gad's, that Hand 
^^ow on their own allotted land. 
The hero fends, and lets them know, 
That over Jordan they niufl go, 
Arm'd for the war, and face ihe foe ; 
Till Canaan's land fliall be pofleft. 
And God fhall give their brethren reft. 
Their promife fuch to Mofes ma<le. 
His words tlie willing tribes obey'd. 

The thoughtful chief, his men to prove, 
^Before the mighty armies move. 
To two young men, that willing ftand, 
<^avc his inftrudion and command 
To croCj the'ilieam, and view the land. 

To 
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To Jericho they took their way, 
And there arrive at clofe of day; 
When at a public inn they call, 
Which flood upon the city wall. 
Soon to the king report was made 
That two young Ifraelilcs had ftray'd; 
And they, iho' come to view the land, 
At Rahab's houfe were entertained. 
The monarch to the lioftefs fent, 
Explains to her the men's intent ; 
And as their bafe defign they know, 
Oommands (he will not let them go* 
By Heaven infpir'd, the careful dame 
Had hid the fpies when (irft they'camc: 
What the bold flrangers had in view. 
And danger of their ta(k, (lie knew. 
On the houfe-top Secure they lay, 
Cover'd with (lalks of flax, till day 
Departed from the weftem Ikies; 
And flie, to fave ihem, thus replies : 

T]ic 
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The men you feck, were here, 'lis true. 
But they in filent care withdrew 
Before they (hut* the city gate: 
Purfue I you may not be too late. 
1 did not underftand their aim. 
Or where they went, or whence they came.—* 
A band of horfemeu then proceed, 
■ And fearch around, with careful fpeed; 
Along the coaft and winding (hore 
Where Jordan's fwelling furges roar, 
The warrior train with care purfu'd, 
But whom they wanted never view'd. 

Then to the youths approach' d the dame 
(Before they wait to reft fhc came) : 
lam convinc'd, (he cry'd, the Lord 
To Ifrael will perform his word ; 
And the fair plains of Canaan give. 
Where his beloved fonsfiiall live: 
For all the people of our land, 
In deep dgedion trembling ftand, 

X X They 
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They having heard how God proceeds 
To make your way by dreadful deeds* 
The roaring fea his power divides. 
And makes your paflage thro' the tides- 
Tha giant Og, and Sihon flain, 
"What hope to us can now remain ? 
How can we^ in the field appear, 
When all our armies quake with fear ? 
Then, as my kindnefs you difcem. 
Let me intreat your juft return ; 
For know, ere you the town had view'd> 
You were difcover'd, and purfu'd; 
And had not' I my gucfts dcny'd, 
Before this time you both had dy*d : 
Then when your armies take our town^- 
And beat our king and warriors down ; 
When ftreams of blood o'erfpread the ground 
That mercy (hew, which you have found ; 
According to my kindnefs give. 
And let myfelf and kindred lire: 

] 
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Let none of us your favour mifs ; 

Swear by the Lokd you will do this ! — • 

The men reply, In thanks we join, 

And peace arid fafety fha.llbe thine 

If by thy (kill conceal'd we gain 

Our kindled arnlles on the plain. — 
' To their requcft the hoflcfs yields. 

And let them d6wn into the fields 

Thro' her own window, with a cord, 

When thtfs fhe gave the warning word : 

Venture not yet upon the plain, 

With all your fpeed the mountain gain, 

And there conceal'd three days remain. 

When the purf'uers nothing learn. 

Before that time tlity will retuin ; 
And you, by prudence in delay. 
May then in fafety go your way. — ■ 
The men reply. The oath we fwear. 
And thee and thine will furcly fpare. 

X X 2 Bring; 
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Bring all thy kindred to thine home. 
And let not one amongil them roam. 
But clofely in thy houfe remain. 
For in the ftrects they may be flain; 
To all alike we will be kind, 
And as a token tlion (halt bind, 
Confpicuous to all the town. 
This fcarlet cord that let us down 
In the broad window we came through ; 
This will our conquering armies view. 
And fave your lives, if ye be true: 
But if your conduct falfe appear. 
Then from our oath we will be clear.— 
Let it be fo, the dame replies : 
The cord flie in the window ties. 
The men depart, the mountain gain. 
And there three days conceal'd remain. 
Having explor'dthe country round, 
The fierce purfuers nothing found : 

Back 
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Back to the city tiicy returxit 

And of the fpies.no news can leam. 

The men with fafcty crofs'd the flream, 
Andjoyful to their brethren came. 
The whole adventure they relate. 
And (hew the lands enfeebled (late : 
To Jofhua fay, Give thou command ^ 
And let us go and feize the laud ; 
Affur'd of conqueft we go there, 
For all the nations quake with kdx* 
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The Pajjage over Jordan ; and ihe Siege of Jericho^ 

Jojhua^ ch. iii. iv. v. vi. 

O O O N as the morn's afcending ray 

Had ftreak'd the eaft with promised day^ 
The general rofe, and gave command 
That Ifrael's tents no longer (land 

At 
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At Shittim *, when to Jordan's ftream- 

The armed tribes of Ifrael came;* 

Glofe by the facred river's fide - 

Three days the eager troops abide; 

Then fpake the chief, To-morrow you 

Your Great Deliverer's power fiiali view; 

Acrofs great Jordan's furging wave 

Your Gou now leads you ftrong to fave,. 

His holy priefts will go before. 

Bearing the ark they leave the fhore. 

Let all your armies diftant tread, 

And keep the path where they are led; 

A way ye are not us'd to go; 

Sure pledge of vicloiy o'er the foe. — 

Then to the general fpake the Lord: 

To thee 1 will perform ray word, 

And 
*'*' The laft encampment of the irraclhcs was on tl>e 
banks of Jordan, to which they had come by ten re- 
tnovcs from Kadcfh-barnea ; i mount Hor, )i Zalmo- 
i?ah,^3 Punon, 4 Oboth, 3 Ijc^ab'arim, 6 Dibon-gad, 
7 Almon-diblathaim, 8 mount Abarim, 9 Shittim, 
otojordan. 
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And will this day let Ifrael fee. 
As late with Mofes, fo with thee 
My prefence refts. Without delay, 
Acrofs great Jordan lies your way : 
My holy pricfts the ark fhall bear: 
Command thou them when they come therc^ 
When on the margin of the flood 
They fee the mighty power of God, 
When the vaft waters from them fly. 
And leave the wonderous channel diy. 
That in the midft they take their (land. 
And fee the armies fafc at land. — 

Then his full voice the hero rear'd, 
Which the glad tribes of Ifrael heard; 
The founds throughout the hoft he fent. 
Which fir'd the nation as they went. 
Rife up, O Ifrael, and fur\'ey 
The growing glories of the day : 
The God that rules the furging wave 
^ow goes before thee flrong to fave^ 

He 
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He in his great defign proceeds. 
And manifefts his mighty deeds ; 
And by his deeds it may be known 
That Canaan's land will be thy own. 
His holy ark will go before, 
Where the wild waves of Jordan roar ; 
And when the priefts which bear the fame 
Touch with their feet the rolling ftrcam, 
The mighty current fliali divide. 
And ftand on heaps on either fide.* — 
The hero's voice the nation hears, 
And ready for their march appears. 
The priefts at diftance pafs before, 
Advancing on the verdant fhore : 
Soon as their, feet had touch'd the flood, 
The ebbing waters own'd the God, 
Whofe foverein power conftrains the tide. 
And makes the mighty waves divide ; 
While all the armies on diy ground 
A fafe and cafy paffage found. 



In 
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In the deep channel, far from fliorc. 
Where the wild waves of Jordan roar, ' 
The priefts and ark were feen to ftand. 
Till all the xribes were fafe at land. 
The LotD then to the general fpakc. 
From every tribe a warrior take. 
And that this great event be known 
Let every man take up a ftone 
From whence the priefts are feen to ftand 5 
And raife a pillar on the land. 
Memorial of this matchlefs day.— 
Jofliua commands without delay. 
And twelve ftout warriors take their way 
To where the priefts and ark abide. 
Where late had roll'd the fwelling tide. 
A mighty ftone each man foon rears, 
The load upon his flioulders bears ; 
And with the weighty marble gains - 
The fliorcs of Jordan, and the plains. 

Y y With 
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With pioui care the gtycrtl then 
(While on the fhore he lelaVt's his ilicW) 
Into the taidft his way puHues, 
And Jordan's vaft dry chiiind vie\v8# 
Then where tHepritffi aiid arVilill ftafl'd; 
With twelve latge ftdiits' that lay at handi 
To raife a pillar He' protceds, 
Memorial of J e h o v a h"s dt cdi ; 
Which hath to after ages bic'ri 
Plain in the midft of Jordan fecn, 
Wafh'd with the waves, arid white \\ath fbfitt. . 

Now from Jehovah 6tdM come 
That all the pfiefts which long had ftood 
Where lately Jordan roll'd His flockt, 
Should leave their ftatibii, and regain 
Their kindred armies on the plain. 
In folemn (late the ttaih jiroceeds, 
Full of Jehovah's mighty deeds: 
Bearing the ark they make for land ? 
And when the (hore their feet had gain'd, 

At 
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As when a flonn putragcqus. wvcs^ 
Along the^han^cl fly fj^e waves. 
Rage, fmoak and foaj^, vfifh dreadful roar. 
And dafliing break upon the fljorc : 
High o'er the banks the waters rife. 
And Ifrael's hoft before them (lies. 
Encamp on Gllgal's plains,' and there 
The ftones iiiey ^rought from Jordan rear; 
Which may to ^ter times proclaim 
The glories of, J e h o v^^ h 's n^e ; 
And children's children thence be taught 
The way which God their fathers brought. 
Thro' Canaan's Iai|id it foon was.knowil 
What Ifrael's God had for them done ; 
How he divided Jordan's tide. 
And them a wondcrous way fupply'd. 
From place to place the rumour jruns, * 

Vaft terror feizes Canaan's fons ; ^ 
And to a low condition brings 
Her Various cities and her kings. 

^ y ^ Sot 
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But ere GaD*s armies take the field». 

And make all Canaan-s warriQr s yields 

They are commanded to unite 

la circumcilion's facred rite. 

For while the tribes full forty years^. 

Had trac'd the defert, it appears 

This holy rite they had refrain'd : ' 

But having reach'd the promis'd land 

On all this facred mark's impreft. 

And till their wounds are, heal'd they reft^ 
The paffover they next prepare. 

In which the joyful nation (hare : 

Next day of Canaan's com they car, * 

And every day the fare repeat ; 
Remaining ftill on Jordan's fhorc,. 
And manna now appears no more- 
Near Jericho the army waits. 
And clofc are fliut the city gates ; 
When prudent care the general calls 
To view the ramparts, and the walls^ 

Tb6f« 
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There as he Aands, appears in fight 
A noble form, in armour bright. 
With a drawn fword. K friend or foe 
Brave Jofliua boldly a{ks to know j 
Immediate brightening on his view. 
The hcavcnfy form the hero knew^ 
And iuftant made this (horC reply r 
Of the Lord's hoft the captain I. — 
Jolhua, with reverence profound, 
Bow'd down before him to the ground^ 
And afks to hear his great command. 
The place on which thy feet now (land 
Is holy, the bright vilion fays : 
Then loofe thy (hoes. — ^The chief obcys^ 
Then fpake the Ruler of the Skies, 
The city now before thee lies ; 
Into thy hand it fliall be given ^ 
And thou fhalt know the love of hcavem 
Let thy ftout chiefs, and warriors all, 
Encompafs round the city wall,. 

^Ani 
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And while the m^jn pf ,war,gQ rpi^nd 

Let feven young pri^iU w^ r^^,harltf/oj^j^ ; 

And while the, f^upl ffjji^petsiblow. 

The ark around, the tp^p jQi^l.go; 

The warriors in. ifyt, leai. fhsUl |^11 ; 

In Clencc march» . ;por jtapch il?ie.,wall« / 

Six days fucceffivc take your way 

Around the city once a,day ; 

The fevfnth you feven tii^es.roiu^ flmll^o. 

Then a long bWl the trmnpcts. b^w.— 

With fhouts the warr^s H^ake, ihcjkicfi^ 

When flat . the wall, ))eiof e them ^ies. 

Thus great JiHOVAw'i orders ,ft?^^d', 

And thus the.general.gaye cotnmand,. . 

Six days around the. wjtUs they , wept ; 

The townfmcn wonder d what they mi^ant : 

The feventh at carjy dawn ihey rife ; 

Now a great ^fk .before them lies. 

Seven times thcy.march!d firqund t}i^ walls. 

When to them thus the gieneral c&Ui : 

Shottt> 
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Shout; ail ye irmlcs ! anid prodaim 
The terrors of J'ehov Art's riame 5 
Shout! foi- th^ city is your Ofwn ; 
Now make your matchlefs valout kilown : 
To death the Lord the nation gives ; 
Put to the fword whatever lives'; 
And all their trcafurc and their pride 
Shall the devouring flames abide. 
To plunder let no warrior turn, 
But let the hateful riches burn : 
To Rahab only mercy give ; 
She fav'd the fpies, and {he (hall live, 
With all her kindred. — Then around 
With (houts the armies {hake the ground; 
Flat fall the Walls : They march with fpeed : 
The warriors fall, the townfmen bleed ; 
Both man andbeafl o'er{pread the ground, 
.And fire and {laughter rages round : 
Rahab and all her friends are fpar'd, 
As the two fpies had lace declared. 

Wrapp'd 
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. Wrapp'd in one bright furrounding blaze, 
Cireat Jofliua then the townfurveys: 
Curs'd be the wretch ! he loudly cries. 
By whom thefe impious walls fhall rife ; 
Juft heaven in vengeance will proceed, 
And make him mourn the hateful deed 
Who darci rebuild this wicked place» 
In the dcftrudion of his race. 



HISTORY THE EIGHTEENTH. 

77i^ Trefpafs and Death of Achan ; and the De- 
Jirudion of AL 

Jo/hua^ ch. vii. viii. 

TJ U T Achan, Carmi's warlike fon, 

A covetous bold deed had done, 
Which caus'd Jehovah's wrath to burn. 
And made the tribes of Ifrael mourn. 

Before 
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Before the palace turrets blaze, 
With greedy eye the chief furveys 
A purple robe, from Shinar brought. 
With rich device of gold inwrought; 
This, f^ith a golden fword he takes. 
And filver vafe ; then private makes 
for his own tent, and, void of fear. 
Digs in the earth, and hides them there. 
Unconfcious of the fatal deed. 
The general bids the war proceed; 
And foon to Ai fends his fpies, 
A city which near Bethel lies* 
Soon as the men the place had viewed 
To Jofliui they their way purfu'd. 
And to their general they declare 
That all the hoft need not go there j 
For few their warriors are aijd weak; 
Three thoufand valiant men may break 

Their ranks, and beat them to the ground. 

Three thoufand men th« general found: 

Z z £ag«r 
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Eager for war they leave the plain. 
Where all the armies ftill remain. 

The coming war the townfmcn know. 
And boldly fally on the foe. 
With mighty (houts which rend the (kics. 
And Ifrael's hod before them flies. 
With tranfport thcy,thcir terror view'd. 
And far as Shebarim parfu d. 
Broken, dejcAed and difmay'd. 
The Ifraelites their rout furvey'd ; 
Behind them leave near forty dead. 
And back they to their brethren fled. 

The general and the princes all 
In grief extreme, dircclly fall 
Before the Loan; and each there lies 
Until the evening facrifice. 
Ah! mighty God I then fpake the chief, 
Full of diftrefs and pungent grief. 
Why haft thou brought us 'crofs the tide 
Of fwtUing Jordan, and deny'd 



Tty 
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Thy further prefe nee, and thine aid? 
Oh that we had at Gilcad ftay'dl 
Lord have I liv'd to fee the day 
When Ifrael's fons in dire difaiay 
Shall turn their backs upon the foe ! 
This great event fliould Canaan know^ 
Then all her kings would on us rife. 
And by one ilroke thy Ifrael dies. — 
Rife from the ground, the Lord replies; 
And if the caufc thou feek'ft to know 
Why Ifrael flees before the foe. 
Know that thefe dire dlfaflers fpring 
From the abhorr'd accurfed thing 
Which now among ft the hoft is found: 
Nor can your armies Hand their ground 
Till this offence is purg'd away. 
Summon the tribes by break of day: 
The guilty let the lots decide ; 
Alia when by fire the wretch hath dy'd 

Z 2 % Thru. 
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Then let your conquering armies go 
And boldfy face their every foe. — 
Soon as the mom in glory rofe, 
Atnongft the tribes the general goes: 
They all appear ; the lots they caft ; 
On Achan falls the charge at laft. 
The crime he feeks not to evade, • 
But tells them where the things were laid. 
Soon by command the heralds went 
And found the fpoils withm the tent: 
Thefe to the armies then were fhewn, 
And Achan perifli'd not alone : 
For Ills whole fubftance with him came. 
All fentenc'd to devauring flame. 
To Achor's Clent vale they go. 
And heavy ftones at Achaii throw : 
Himfclf and all his goods they burn, 
Heap high the floncs, and then return. 
Then Jofhua, by Divine command, 
* Prepares before the town to ftaiid, 

^Vherc 
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Where late his worfted warriors fted; 
When to the annies thus he faid : 
Take thirty thoufand valiant men; 
In filence march to Ai ; then , 

In ambufh lie behind the wall : 
To-morrow I fliall come with all 
Your brethren. When our flight ye view. 
And fee the townfmen fwift purfue. 
Hade from your place, the city bum. 
While at that inftant we return : 
You boldly from the town proceed. 
And by us both they all fhall bleed; 
Nor young or old the fword fhall fpare- 
The plunder let the warriors (hare. — 
As thus propos'd, they take the town, 
And tread the mightieft warriors down. 
The king alone alive they take, 
And him a dire example make, 
Hang'd on a tree till evening tide. 
Ko age nor fex but they dcftroy'd : 

Then 
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Then all thehoftto plunder turn. 
And ihe devoted city burn. 
An altar then the general rais'd, 
And all the hoft Jehovah prais'd. 
Large facrifices they prepare, 
The facred fcaft the nation fliare : 
Andjolhua, ere the troops withdraw, 
Engrav'd on ftoncs Jehovah's law; 
-This to the lifleuliig tribes he reads, 
Aiid then prepares for greater deeds •- 
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HISTORY THE NINETEENTH, 

"^lie League with the Giheomtes; and the Defeat cf 
the Confederate Kings. 
JoJJiua^ ch. ix. x. 
/ I ^ H E great fuccefs which Jofliua found 

Quickly alarm'd the country rounds 
The dreadful flaughter which he made 
Makes all the men of war afraid; 
And various kings of Canaan join 
To circumvent his great defign ; 
But Gibeon's * fons, of Hivite race, 
"Whofe country lay but little fpace 
From where the tents of Ifrael ftand, 
Contriv'd by fraud to fave their land, 
Gibeon, a city rich and gay. 

O'er three more cities t held its fway. 

In 

* Gibeon was about nine miles from Gilgal, wlicre 
the army of the Ifraelitcs lay. 

+ Thcfc cities were Chcphirah, Bccroth, and Kir- 
aili-jcarim. 
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In dep deceit the townfmen join. 
And to accomplifti their defign 
A train of elders they prepare 
To feem as tho' they came from far. 
Lean were the beafts on which they rode. 
And old the facks which held their food : 

Rough were their beards, and rude their hair ; 

Their clouted (hoes were palch'd with care: 

Worn were the cloaths which wrapp'd them round. 

With thongs their leathern bottles bound : 

Mouldy and dry was all their bread ; 

To Ifrael's princes they were led, 

And'fly diffembling thus they faid : 

With wonder hath our nation heard 

What great events have late appear'd ; 

And with juft admiration view 

Your wifdom, and your valour too. 

Ho hoftile methods will we take, 

But would a league in friendfhip make, 

And 
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And be your fervants. — Soon reply 

The Hebrew princes, Say how nigh 

Your nation may to Gilgal lie ? — 

From hills and ftreams unknown to fame^ 

In fultry climes, your fervants came, 

■Rejoin'd the ftrangers : And we ftand 

Tar diftant from our native land : 

Yet to our ear the fame proceeds 

Of Ifrael's God's immortal deeds; 

How all your tribes he made his care. 

And whelm'd in waves the Egyptian war; 

Theu Og and Sihon overthrew, I 

And dry'd up Jordan's ftreams for you. 

For this the elders of our race 

Have fent us o'er a mighty fpace 

Of hills and vales, ^nd dreary plains ; 

And if our land your friendfliip gains 

We fliall be blefs'd. Our bread furvey, ' 

Mouldy and dry through length of way ; 

. 3 A And 
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And our old tatter'd garments view. 
Which when we firft fet out were new.-— 
The unfufpeding princes heard. 
And no deceit or fraud they fcar'd; 
But made a league with one accord. 
And fware uuto them by the Lord 
That they henceforth would favour give. 
And let the friendly nation live ; 
Unconfcious of their near abode, 
For they confulted not their God. 

Elate and glad, the flranger band 
Their native city foon regain'd : 
But when the third bright morning rofe. 
Thro' Ifrael's hoft the rumour goes 
That they, unthinking and unknown. 
To Gibeon's men had fevour fhewn. 
Throughout the hoft deep murmurs rife. 
And the alfembled army crieS| 
Each bold deceiver juftly dies. 

The 
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The princes in their caufe appear, 
And to deftroy them juftly fear, 
Becaufe they by their oath are hound •• 
But finoe we have their falfhood found, 
In .flavery they (hall be join'd 
To every fervile taflc aflign d. 

To Gibcon then the armies go. 
And noble Jo(hua a&s to know 
Why in deceit they durft appear 
As ftrangers, when they dwelt fo near ? 
To fave our lives, they all reply d. 

Since Canaan's king's muft be dcftroy'J: 

For Ifrael's God, wc underftand. 

Has given his people all their land. — 

The chief replies, Your lives we give ; 

But as our bondfmen you (hall live ; 

Upon our armies doom'd to wait ; 

Nor can you hope a milder fate, 
Jerufalem's great monarch learn'd 

Tliat Gibeons men their backs had turn J; 

3 A S5. Had 
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Had meanly left the common caufc, 
Apd Icagu'd with Jofhua. Soon he draws 
Out his va(l army ; and he brings 
Three more of Canaan's fouthein kings. 
With thefe from mighty Hebron came. 
Dreadful in arms, and fond of fame, 
The warlike Anakims that rife 
Of vaft gigantic flrength and Cze ; 
Down from their mountains on the plaiu 
Pours the enormous giant train ; 
With all the horrid din of war • 

Their mighty armies (hout from far; 
Their banners blaze, and all around 
The iron chariots (hake the ground. 
To Gibeon's walls they foon proceed. 
And fire and flaughter is decreed. 
The Gibeonitcs to Jofhna fend. 
And beg that he will ftand their friend ; 
For Canaan's kings around us rife, 
And if you aid not, Gib eon dies, — 

Elate, 
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Elate, and eager to engage. 
And make the mighty battle rage. 
The fons of Ifrael ready ftand. 
Awaiting their great chiefs command: 
And God enjoins the tribes to go, 
Affur d of vidory o'er the foe. 
All night they march ; at break of day 
They put the battle in array; 
Attack the hoft with matchlefs might. 
And put the armies all to flight. 
With fhouts on fhouts their rout they view, 
And far as Makkedah purfue ; 
The plains around with flaughter fpread, 
And pile on heaps the mighty dead. 
The broken troops no more can form, 
And on them falls a dreadful ftorm; 
The lowcKing Ikies upon them frown. 
And hailftones beat the warriors down. 

Then, left the favou,r of the night 
Should cover and prote61: their flight, 
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By heaven's impulfe the general cues. 

With hands uplifted to the Ikies, 

Thou (hining rules of the day, 

A while thy huming chariot (lay; 

0*er Giheon s ftately towers remain, ] 

Till all GoD*s enemies be flain. 

And thou, O night's inconftant queen. 

Still let thy friendly face he fccn 

O'er Aijalon's delightful vale : 

He fpake. — The wonderous words prevail: 

The orbs Aand fiiU, without delay 

To crown the glories of the day. 

The tribes an eafy conqueft found. 

And beat the armies to the ground ; 

While their five kings, their lives to favc. 

Were hid in one deep dark-mouth'd cave. 

The general heard ; a troop foon goes, 

And with huge ftoncs the mouth they clofe : 



They 
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The Tivf* Eje^c hanged, by order of JoAuut. 
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They then purfue the routed train. 
And all their empty cities gain,* 
Heaping the country round with flain: 
Then all the fouih of Canaan take. 
And joyful back for Gilgal make. 
Out of the cave the army brings 
The friendly five defeated kings; 
Upon their necks the princes tread. 
Then by their fwords they foon lie dead: 
They hang them up on feparate trees. 
And their difgrace the artny fees: 
Then in the folitary cave 
Which tlicy had chofe their lives to favc. 
At hight they jointly found a grave. 

* The cities which JoChua took after this (ignal vie- 
loiy, were, Makkcdah, libnah, Lachiih, Gczer, Eg. 
4on, Hebron, and Dcbir. 
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HISTORY THE TWENTIETH. 

^Ths Reduction of iU Northern Coaft of Canaan f 
iThe Dividing the Land: And the Death of Jojhiia^ 

Jojhm^ ch. xi. to ihe End. 

^ I V H R fouth of Canaan thus fnl?du'4i 
"^ And every king that durft intrude ; 
The armies dead on every plain, 
And the enormous giants flain; 
. A while the conquering armies reft. 
By great Jehovah's prefence bicfl. 

But foon the northern kingdoms rofe. 
And ftrive united to oppofe 
The fons of Ifracl's rapid courfe, 
"Which rufties with rcGHIefs force. 
And, like the conflagration's blaze. 
The land in one vaft ruin lays. 

Great Jabin, Kazor's warlike king, 
Scdio all the nations round to bring, 

Willi 
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With all their armies from afar. 

With joint concurrence, to the war. 

Each mighty nation that ircnjaijas. 

Or on the mountain* or the plains, 

Againft the fons of Ifrael joins. 

And foonin dazzling armour fhines ; 

While horfcmen tread the plains around. 

And thundering chariots (hake the grounct, 

Jabin flood foremoft in command ; 

He fpreads his armies o'er the laud; 

[ 
And foon to Mcrom's wide-fpread Rreao^ 

With his vaft hofi: the monarch came* 

Then Ifracl's Goo to Jg^ua faid, ' 

Of all thcfe foes be not afraid ; 

Soon as to-morrow's fun (hail (hinc 

Attack them, for the victory's thine ;^ 

Hamftring their horfe, their chariots bum. 

They march not dcfiin'd to return. — 

The morning (hone, the general rofe, 

And Ifrael's army with him goes ; 

J B With: 



37^ HISTORY of the BIBLE. 

With fuddcn- ftroke the foe they fmite, 
And put his nHraerous hofl to flight. 
Thcu all the plains with flaughter fpread» 
And trample on the mighty dead : 
With eager flroke purfue the blow^ 
And lay the kings of Canaan low. 

Some time the chief at Hazor ftaid^ 
And there an eafy couqueA made : 
The king he flew, the city burn'd. 
And then to farther conquclls turn'd* 

The race of giants that remain » 
By Ifracl's armies now are flain ; 
Torn from their mountains all around. 
They fall enormous to the ground: 
While grim in death the plains they fprcad 
Promifcuous- with ilic vulgar dead. 
The (lately liorfe, the warrior's pride, 
And chariots all, the chief deftroyd ; 
Conquer'd the cities that remain. 
And raised in jnighty heaps the flain.. 

A, 
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As when, by powerful breezes born, 
TheSames have feiz'd a field of corn^ 
The fires proceed acrofs the lands. 
All mortal fbrce in vain withftands^ 
Till all the field in ruin lies. 
And fmoaking blazes to the flcies : 
So Jofhua drives from place to place. 
And extirpates^all Canaans race. 

The war thus o'er the chief proceeds 
To recompcncc each warrior's deeds. 
A band is fent, without delay. 
The conquer'd countries to furvey : 
A council fits, the tribes appear. 
And each his claim advances there : 
The. general and tlie priefts prcfide. 
And all Uie lands by lot divide. 

Then to the tiibcs that armed came, 
To help their brethren, 'crofs the ftrcam 
Of fwelling Jordan, (but whofc land 
Tar en the otlicr fide remain'dj 

. 3 B 2 The 
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The general a difmiffion gave; 

With thanks he fent them Vrofs the waTC^ 

And coiinfeird never to withdraw 

From God's high worfliip, or his law« 

When on the other fide they came. 

In honour of Jehovah's name 

They rais'd an altar, feen to ftand 

On a high jutting point of land, 

Confpicuous from the other fhore. 

The tribes their fad revoh deplore. 

Thinking they had with one accord 

Forfook the worfhip of the Lord : 

And the affembled tribes prepare 
Againft their brethren to make war; 
But firft the prieft and princes fent 
To know what this ftrange altar meant. 
The tribes reply'd, Thefe ftories wc rear 
Not with defign to worfliip there, 
But in memorial to appear 

That 
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That tho' this river, with his tides, 
wFrom Ifraers tribes our land divides. 
Yet we in nation are the fame, 
And may the rites of worflaip claim 
Where- e'er God's tabernacle ftands. — 
This anfwer pleas'd the kindred bands. 
Which to the impatient tribes they take. 
Who great rejoicings inftant make ; 
And to their father's God they raife 
Their grateful hearts in lofty praife. 
Where Shiloh's facred ftream appeared 
The tabernacle foon they rear'd: 
GoD*s holy altar there they raife. 
The incenfe burns, the vidims blaze ; ' 
•And all religious rights appear 
In their refpe^live order there. 

Near to the oracle of God 
Brave Jofhua fix'd his laft abode. 
And had his heritage aflign'd 
la lands that to the akar joined. 

And 
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And now the warlike chief appears 
PrcDs'd with a heavy weight of years ; 
But ere he bow'd his aged head. 
And peaceful join'd the mighty dead. 
The tribes he fummon'd, and thus faid : 
Ye fons of Ifiael, all draw near. 
Your general's laft advice to hear: 
To you he this laft warning gives, 
And fain would blefs you while heiives. 
You faw Jlhovah's glorious deeds. 
And how for you his love proceeds ; 
What mighty nations he deftroy'd, 
That Ifrael's fons might be fiipply'd; 
To you divided is their land. 
And none before you now (hall ftand : 
If you regard Jehovah's law. 
And from his precepts ne'er withdraw, 
You'll drive the few that lie behind, 
Like fcaiter'd chaff before the wind. 



But 



■l 
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But if againft your God you turn, 
With heathens join, their worfliip Icam, 
And to their idols incenfe bum. 
No more {hall e^er by you be flain, 
But.foon they will their lands regain; 
On every fide your tribes diftrefs, 
O'erpower, and make your border lefs» 
Sure is the cafe I then hear my voice I 
And now let wifdom guide your choice : 
Cleave to the Lord with fteady mind. 
And never be to idols join d: 
Remember what your God hath wrought) 
Your father Abraham firft he brought ^ 
From idol worfliip, and decreed 
All Canaan to his numerous feed; 
From Egypt's chains he made your way, 
Dividing by his power the fea : 
Safe thro' the defert he hath brought; 
He with the kings of Canaan fought; 

And 
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And by his mighty power you (land 

Poffcffed of the promised land. 

Be valiant then, and courage take. 

And your Deliverer ne'er forfake : 

But boldly vindicate his caufe. 

And always keep his righteous laws» 

But 'if 'tis evil in your eyes 

To fcrve the Gop thai rules the Ikies; 

If idols ftand in your efleem 

More worthy of regard than him ; 

Chufe thofe from which your fathers came^ 

Beyond Euphrates' rapid Itream; 

Or tliofe whofe nam^s were long to tell 
Serv'd in the land where now you dwell ^ 
But know, while thro' thefc aged veins 
Its courfe life's purple current gains, 
True 10 his great commanding word, 
I and my houfe will ftrve the Lord.-t- 
Affcdled with the moving flrain. 
Silent a while the tribes remain ; 

Then 
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Then to the hero each replies, 

Juft arc thy thoughts, thy words arc wife ; 

True to th^eounfel will wc ftand. 

And keep Jehovah's each command: 

Join d to his altar all our days, 

We'll read his law, and Icam his ways 5 

Ail idol gods fliall be abhorred. 

And we will ever fervc the Lord. — '' 

Then underneath a lofty fhadc 

An obelilk the general made •. 

Let this a witnefs be, he cries. 

If e'er againft your God you rife. 

Or if your wandering ftcps withdraw 

From great Jehovah aud his law. 

Soon after this the hoary fagc. 
Supreme in honour and in age. 
Peaceful and calm refigti'd liis breath, 
And funk into the arms of deailu 



3 C la 
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In his own land the nation.gave 
The chief an honourahle grave : 
And hy mount £phiaim*s fhaggy (ide^' 
In rural peace his bones abid^4 
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HISTORY THE FIRST. 

The Succefs of the Tribes of Judah and Simeon ; and 
the Reduilion of Hebron and DeUr^ by Caleb, 

Judges, ch. i. 

"^r O W Ifracrs warlike chief being dead. 

And all their tribes o'er Canaan fpread ; 
Of various nations late expelfd. 
Broken and routed in the field. 
The few that fav'd their lives by flight. 

In various places foon unite, 

And their loft cities, and their plains, * 

A party here and there regains: 
Thefc with the tribes of Ifrael dwell} 
And their fiift care is to expel. 
To Shiloh Ifraers fons repair. 

And afk Jehovah's counfel there, 

"Which of their tribes fliall foremofl go 

Againft the fiill remainisg foe. 
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To Judah's tribe it is decreed 
Firft in this buGnefs to proceed : 
And as brave Simeon's fons had gained 
The coaft adjoining to his land, 
Jointly the brother tribes repair, 
JElate, and eager for the war. 

To Bezek firft they take their way,. 
And in the town ten thoufand flay: 
The monarch left his army dead, 
And^rom the conquering fquadrons fled; 
But no advantage thence arofe, 
Purfu'd and taken by his foes : 
His thumbs, and his great toes befide. 
From his four limbs their fwords divide* 
Stung with the pain, and the difgiace. 
He thus addrefs'd the \'i<^or race: 
Ye fons of Ifrael, now you fee 
Ajufl example made of me: 
Full threefcore kings, their armies flain, 
Have groan'd beneath my captive chaiii ; 



AU; 
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All thefe I maim'd in equal fort. 
And made their mifery my fport; 
Like dogs I us'd them, and each day 
They eat the bread I threw away: 
Now the great Ruler of the Sky 
Beholds me with reproachful eye ; 
With pain and forrow fills my days. 
And all my cruelty repays. — 

Thus mourn' d the king his former pride , 

And near the walls of Salem dy'd. 
With fhduts the viclor hoft proceeds, 

And marks its way with mighty deeds ; 

Before them various nations bleed. 

And to their cities they fucceed. 

The fons of Jofcph likewife rofe 

Mighty in warsagainft their foes. 

Bethel their force withftood in vain ; 

Their townfmen and their warriors flain ! 

They leave their city and their land 

Both ti) the conquering boil's command. 

Thii 
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This pious tribe in Shechems plains 
Interr'd their father's dear remains : 
From Egypt brought, they in an urn 
To his own country fafe return, 
As Jofeph his defire expreft. 
And now his bones in Canaan reft. 

"When warlike Jofhua's conquering hand 
Subdud great Hebron's giant band. 
This city was to Caleb given ; 
"Such was the will 6f righteous heaven : 
For when the fpics from Hebron fled. 
The youth remained untouched with dread ; 
And urg'd the armies to go there, 
"When all the nation (hook with fear; , . 

And to reward his noble mind 
This giant city was afllgn'd : 
But tho' the chief was ftrong and bold. 
He could not long his conqueft hold : 
For when the \^'ars no longer burn. 
Three fons of Anak there return, 

And 
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/And in their native city dwell; 
Them foon the warlike tribes expel. 
With noble Caleb at their head, 
.And lay the three huge giants dead* 

To Debir turns the conquering train: 
When to the armies on the plain 
,The hoary chief exulting fpake: 
The valiant youth who firfl ihall make 
His entrance good within the town. 
And beat each bold oppofer down. 
Near to myfelf fhall be ally d. 
And beauteous Achfah be his bride.*— 
The fon of Kenaz joyful heard. 
And in his uncle's caufe appear'd : 
.By him the town fubje(^ed Hey, 
And foon he gains the lovely prize. 
But when at firft the willing dame 
To meet her blooming hero came. 
She thought his prowefs ill repaid. 
And to her fire petition made 

3D To 
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To fubjc6l to her lord's command v 

A further portion of his land. ^j 

The chief contents; and foon be(low*d 
Green fields, where water ftreaming fiow*d 
from chryftal fprings, whofe filver tide 
The cattle and the fvvains fupply'd. 

H I S T O R Y, T H E S E G O N D. 

Tht Revolt of the I/raelites, after the Death of 
JoJkuA : They are reproved hy an Angel; but re- 
turning again to Idolatry^ are cUftreffed by the 
neighbouring PriAces; and relieved hf Othniei^ 
Ehvdy andShamgar^ 



Judges^ ch. ii. iiL 

^^rO W number d with the filent dead 
^ Lies each brave chief who terror fpread 
Thro* Canaan s cities, and her kings; 
AAd a young generation fpiings 
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That knew xiot God, or had been taught 
The wonders he for Ifracl wrought. 
Thcfe, while their fathers liv'd, abode 
True to the worfhip of their God : 
But when the elders heads were laid> 
Into the paths of error ftray'd ; 
Contrary to the Lord's command, 
Mix'd with the daughters of the land^. 
And, by. their crafty wiles enfnar d,. 
For all pollution were prepar'd. 
At every idol fhrlne they now. 
With vile abafemeut, proftrate bow; 
In each* unhallow'd rite partake. 
And Shiloh's facred ftream forfake;- 
In idol groves to Baal bend, 
And all his impious feafts attend; 
To Afhtaroth in worfhip join, 
And pour in dreams the ruddy winc. 

From his high throne the Lord furvcys 
Their foul revolt, and all their ways; 
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Their aims he will no longer blefs, 
0r crown their warriors with fuccefs ; : 
Tho* Canaan's natives dill remaiil'd 
Bromifcuous blended in the land, 
TJieir troops no more can Ifrael rout, 
0r have they ftrength to drive them out..' 
Then from the fammit of the (kies 

An Heavenly Form to Gilgal flies ; 

Erom thence at Bochim foon appeared, - 

And thus his awful voice was heard; 

From haughty Egypt's impious land 

I -brought you forth, with powerful hand ; 

And your twelve tribes amongft them flaarc 

The land I to your fathers fwarc. 

To you my covenant always flood, . 

To blefs you, and to do you good. 

While you regard my holy will. 

And all my righteous laws fuIfiL 

Remember then 'twas my command 

When you poflcfs'd the promised land 

Yo4 
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You fhould to all my ways incline, . 

And with the natives never join; 

But them and all their idols fcorn. 

Gut down their groves, their fiatues bum. 

And all their worfhip overturn: 

But from my counfel you withdraw* 

And ftand reludant to my law; 

The idols of the land allow. 

And to the gods of Canaan bow. 

For this your armies quit the field, . 

Nor make the friends of idols yield : : 

Boldly ahiongft you ftill they dwell, , 

And you unable to expel : 

Their gods, and their alluring fair, . 

Remain your curfe^ and conftant fnare ^ ■ 

And fhall remain. — The nation hears. 

And copious dreaming flow their tears; 

As fprings from fome high rock's tall head 

Their fiknt trickling waters fhed. 

Theyji 
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They to their fathers God return, 

And victims on his altar bum: 

J)nt foon forget his lofty praife^ 

Fond pf their former evil ways ;- 

'In peace with Bail's votaries live. 

And to his.priefts their daughters give;; 

Ally'd to every nation (land, 

And with fuch mixtures fill the land;^ 

In wrath the God of Ifrael faw 
The (lupid tiibes forfake his law, 
Apd, by diArefs andhardihipjoin'd^ 
To bring th^m to a better mind, 
Stirr'd up great Cufhan, Syria's king,. 
O'er great Euphrates' ftream to bring. 
His potent armies to the field. 
To them the tribes of Ifrael yield : 
Eight tedious years they wore his chain^. 
And then in grief to Goo complain. 

The Lord attends when Ifrael ^rics,. 
^jidmakes a great deliverer rife; 

Bxavei 
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Srave Othniel, late in war renown'd. 
And with unfading Uurels crown*d : 
His foul the Lord of Ho(U infpiret. 
And fills his heart with martial fires i 
Againft the tyrant king he goes. 
And him in battle overthrows. 
All Ifracl then he rufd and bleft. 
And forty years the land had reft. 

Again the tribes forfake their Go a, 
And fall by his chaftifing rod. 
Tor brawny Eglon, Moab's king, 
Againft them foon prcfumcs to bring 
• Ammon, and Amalck, to (hare 
The honours and the toils of war: 
The friendly hofts with fliouts unite. 
And all -the fous of Ifrael fmiie 
That dwelt in Gilead; then with-fpeed 
They crofs'd great Jordan, and decreed 
Theicn remaining tribes to bleed. 
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^ On Jordan's banks then burns the war, 
.Andlfraershoft, retreating far, 
*Leave all the plains and fpacious wood 
Where Jericho fo lately ftood, 
'In the poffefTioTi of the foe. 
iDIfmay'd and broken by the blow. 
Full eighteen years the tribes remain 
Subjected to the vi£lor*s chain. 
GpprefTive bondage niakes them groan. 
And fupplicate Jehovah's throne.: 
Their God in tender pity heard. 
And a deliverer foon appeared. 
Brave Ehud takes the firft command, , 

And fiands the judge of all the land. 
From Benjamin the hero rofe. 
And with left hand his javelin throws. 
•Byhim, with. fcrvants to attend, 
The fervile tribes propos'd to fend 
Their'tribute to the vi£lor king. 
vBut ere the weighty charge they bring. 
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I'lie Lord infpires a bold deCga, 

In wlikli he fuflers none to join 

With valiant Ehud. Soon he made 

A frnall (hort fword, and hid the blade 

-Under his garment, when he went 

The annual tribute to prefeut 

To -haughty Eglon, who remain d 

Still in the land which late he gain'd^ 

The prc(ent made^ without c^elay 

The chief his fervants fent away: 

Hi»ifelf returns ; and foon declares 

That he a private meffage bears 

To Moab's king. With didant awe 

Tlic attending fervants foon withdraw; 

Then the unwieldy monarch rofe, 

Wf»en to the king the hero gocs^ 

And, eager in his countr) s caule. 

With his left hind the dagger draws. 

The Gou of Ifracl, forv'd by us, 

'••jxmIv.s lo tiice, p:ince, i« anj>cr, tlius I * 
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Bold Ehud cries ;— and, at the word. 
Deep in his bowels plung.'d the fword; 
The fat upon the weapon clos'd ; 
The hero fled, for none oppos'd; 
Secure he lock'd the room of ftatc. 
And left the monarch to his fate. 
. Then to mount Ephraim he withdrew. 
And the loud martial trumpet blew. 
The tribes, encourag'd at the foimd. 
With hafty fleps foon gather round ; 
And while they crowd the mountain fide. 
Exulting thus the hero, cry'd : 
Come foUow me, my brethren all. 
And by our arms (hall Moab fall : 
In Eglon s bowels lies my fword ; 
Roufe up 1 the work is from the Lord.—- 
Fir d by the found to noble deeds. 
Each eager tribe to war proceeds : 
But firft, to make the vi6lory fure, 
The fords of Jordan they fecure ; 



And 
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And having cut off their retreat. 
The Moabites they foon defeat: 
Ten thoufand fall; nor one rema/ns 
To crofs the ftream to Moab's plains. 

Mean-while the fervants of the ftatc 
Upon their monarch go to wait : 
But, as the doors are fad, furmife 
He in his chamber flecping lies. 
To take his reft long time they gave, 
But all was Cient as the grave ; 
No king returns. The door they force, 
Great Eglon lies a breathlefs coife : 
Chill horror (eizes all the land. 
And Ifrael's fons their freedoni giin'u; 
Mad tumult and coufuiion ccife. 
And eighty years they dwelt in peace. 

Next from the plough great Sliamgar rofc 
Mighty to crufh his country's foes, 
And of bold robbers clcar'd the road. 
With his fharp-pointed ox's goad : 

J E- ^ Six 
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Six hundred fell by his ftrong hand. 
And of the crew he clear'U the land. 



HISTORY THE THIRD. 

Of Lihorah and Barak; J ad and S'ljcr-a^ 
Judges^ ch. V. vi. 
U T Ifrael's tribes in profperons days 



B 



Forgot their great Deliverer's praife, 

Forfake his worfhip and his law. 

And from his 'high commands withdraw 5 

This makes Jehovah's anger burn, 

And wars and troubles foon return. 

Great Jabin, * Hazoi's king, conftrains 

All Ifrael's tribes to wear his cliaius. 

Great was this prince renown'd in war, 

For the proud ftecd and thundering car: 

Nine 
* There was a king of this name flain in the wars of 
Joflitia, and a city named Hazor plundered and burnt. 
It is fuppofed that city had been rebuilt, and that J;\- 
bin \vns a defccadaxit of the i^rmet kin^. 
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Nine hundred iron cliariols (land 
Ann'd with {harp fcythes at his command : 
And where the rage of battle calls 
Great Sifera ^ like a tempeft falls^ 
This dreadful force all Ifrael fears,. 
And bears the burden twenty years. 

Opprcfs'd, deje^ed, and difmay'd. 
The tribes implore Jehovah's aid; 
"With prayers and tears they feek the fkies» 
And God in pity hears their ciies. 

Beneath a lofty pine-tree's {hade» 
Clufe by mount Ephraim, undifmay'd, 
A matron dwelt, of ancient fame. 
To whom the tribes for judgment camc^ 
A proplictefs, and Deborah nam'd, 
. Thro' all tlie land of Ifrael fam'd: 
To her in vifion God explain'd 
By whom he chofe to fave the land. 

For 
* The general ofjabin's armies. 
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For Barak fhe to Kadefli fent. 
And thus dcclar'd the great intent: 
The God of Ifrael hath thee chofc 
As a deliverer from their foes : 
To thee the vi£lory is decreed ; 
To Tabor's mountain go with fpecd: 
Of Naphtali affemble there 
Ten thoufand warriors. Void of fear,. 
To Kiflion's flreara then take thy way ;. 
And there in arms thou (halt furvey 
The mighty hoft of Jabin led. 
With haughty Sifera at their head ; 
His iron chariots and his fteeds, 
Rang'd in long ranks, for horrid deeds:' 
But by thine arms they there (hall fall, 
And one vafl flaUghter fwallow all. — 
The arduous talk Imuft forbear. 
Except thou wilt attend them there : 
Barak replies. — To which the dame: 
I furcly go ; but yet ihy fame 



By 
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f 

By this exploit not much fliall rife; 
For by a woman Sifcra dies. — 

Then to mount Tabor Barak goes. 
And there the martial trumpet blows; 
Ten thoufand men the fummit gain. 
On which extends a fpacious plain; 
And trufling in Jehovah's care, 
Exuhing wait the coming war. 

Of their aflembli|ig Sifera heard. 
And foon at Kifhon's dreams appear'd. 
With an enormous warlike force 
Of iron chariots, and of horfe : 
His thundering cars terrific found, 
And armies cover all the ground; 
Their helmets flafh, their banners blaze, 
Which Barak from the mount furveys. 
The prophetefs with tranfport cries, ^ 

The day is come ! Up, Barak, rife I i 

For by thine hand this army dies. ^ 

Does 
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Does not the Lord before thee so! 
Sear down with courage on the foe. — • 
Ihcn like a torrent rufliing down 
High foaming from tlie mountain's crown. 
That roars and thunders crofs the plain. 
And drives impetuous to the main, 
<ircat Barak from vaft Tabor's height 
Pours on the warlike Canaanite^ 
With force reliHlcfs onfet makes, 
And each bold warriors courage fliakcs. 
The cliariots in diforder fly. 
And foon in broken fiagments lie: 
Hot burns the war, the mighty fall, 
And mad confulion feiz^s all. 

Thus while the fword widc-wafiing reigns, 
And rages o er the purple plains, 
O'er broken wheels, and heaps of dead,' 
•On foot the vanquifh'd general fled. 
Hcbcr the Kenite's tents he gaind, 
With whom his king In peace rcmaiu'd; 
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3acl, his friend's fair fjpoufe, hefaw, 
Whq kindly begg*d him to withdraw 
And hide himfelf within her tent{ j 

To which the general gave confent. 
He a(ks to drink: She milk fuppUes; 
And in her tent to reft he lies. 
Then a bold thought infpir*d her mind. 
Which feems too great, for woman-kind: 
•For while he flcpt, the crafty dame 
Wiih a large fpike in filence came, 
Which driving hard, without diiinay. 
As on his fide the warrior lay^ 
A courfe ftraight thro' his temples found. 
And inftant naifd him to the ground. 
Soon Barak in purfuit (he fpies. 
To whom the dame exulting cries, 
Come in, great warrior, here, and view 
1 he only man that you purfuc. — 
liaiak went in, and wondering found 
Tl>c uobk Sifera on the ground 

- F ' Brcr-Mc/V, 
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Breathl^fs, and weltering in his gore, 
"Which in wide dreams o'erfprcad the floor. 
Then on the king his arms he tum'd, 
And all the rage of battle bum^d, 
Till Jabin's hoft was all deftroy'd ; • 
And with his men the monarch dy'd. 

Then Deborah and Barak fang*. 
And with high ftrains the mountains rang! 
The joyful armies join the found, 
And great Jehovah's deeds refound, 
Rais'd by ten thoufand grateful tongues; 
And lofty praife the day prolongs. 



HISTORY 
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HISTORY THE FOURTH. 

Cideon delivers IJrael from the O^ejfim f^J \ht 
Midianiies. 



w 



Judges, ch. vi. vii. 

•H I L £ Barak held the firil command, 
And pious Deborah judg'd the. land. 
The highly- fa voiir'd tribes abode 
True to the worfhip of their jGod : 
But when thefe worthies were no mor?. 
As Ifrael oft had done before, " 
They foon to idol worfbip turn, 
"Which makes Jehovaji's anger bum. 
Full forty years Uie land had reft: 
But when tlxe (lupid tribes tranfgreft. 
Proud Amalek and Midian rofe. 
Both naticMQS Ifrael's mortal foes ; 
And now their armies crowd the plain, 
In .vengeance for their fathers flain, 

J F sj like 
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Like fwarms of locufU they abound, 

Whofe armies cover all the ground ; 

And, numeroas as the grains of fand, 

Dedioy and eat up all the land. 
Their corn and cattle thus de(lroy*d» 

In dens and caves now Ifrael hide. 

To fhun the fword*s (harp point; and alt 

Into the depth of mifery fall. 

In this diftrefs they raised their eyes 

To where the Help of Ifrael lies, 

Jehovah*^s power fb often try'd, 
Their Great Deliverer and their Guide* 
The Loi^D regards; hut firA, in love^ 
He fends his prophet to reprove 
The ftupid nation. From the feer 
Thefe awful words the people hearr 
The God of Ifrael, wbofe firong hand 
Hath brought you to the promis'd land ; 
Who firft from Egypt's bondage brought. 
And figns and wonders for you wrought; 

Demands 
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Demands the reafon why your race 
To idol-worfhip thus giye place ? 
Why Canaan's gods your favour gain ? 
And every warning is in vain.— 

Then, fwift defcending from tlie Ikics^ 
An heavenly form to Ophrah flies ; 
And fits a while to view difplay'd 
Beneath an oak*s wide-fpreading fhade* 
A chief of Ahiezer's race, 
Joafh hy name, then own'd the place ; 
Whofe fon, brave Gideon, was employ 'd 
In threfliing wheat ; and thought to hide 
From Midian's bands the yellow grain. 
Which might his father's houfe fnftain t 
While this his care the hero made, 
To him the angel came, and faid: 
Thou mighty man of valour, rife L y 

In thee the hope of Ifrael lies j ^ 

The LoED is with thee, — Soon replies J 

The 
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The nohlc youth, If this be fo, 
Why is our nation brought fo low? 
Where is the God that made our w«iy 
From Egypt's bondage thro' the fta ? 
-For us divided Jordan's wave, 
And went before us ftrqng to fave 1 
Now Midian's hofls againd us rife, 
And low in duft his Ifrael lies.' — 
The heavenly form ftill -brighter fhin'd, 
Smil'd on the chief, and thus rcjoinld: 
Go in thy mi^ht! thou (bait fucceed^ 
By thee ihall Ifrael's fons be freed : 
Of thefe vbA .a,qnies jid the land ; 
Go in thy might I 'tis 1 command. — 
Alas, my jord I the youth replies. 
To one more noblp tprn thine eyes I 
My father'5. houfe is low and mean, 
And I the leaft of all the train.- — 
Thou art the.man I It is decreed 
The mighty by thine afm fhall bleed : 

I am 
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I am thy guide, rife at my call J 
And as one man fliall Midian fall. — 
So fpakc the Lord. The youth rejoins, 
While heavenly glory round him fliincs. 
Give me fome fign that I may know 
That thou wilt furely with me go: 
Depart not hence till I return, 
And who talks with me let me leam.— 
Gideon in hafte a kid prepares. 
And in his hand the offering bears. 
Lay down the flefli, the angel cry'd. 
Upon the rock; the cakes beCde. — 
The youth obeys ; when with a wand 
Apparent in the angel's hand. 
He touch'd the kid. At once* a flame, 
"Which out of the hard marble came, 
Confumes the offering as it lies : 
' And out of fight the angel flies. 

The youth his former guilt deplor'd, ' 

And built an altar to the Lord 

On 
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On the hard rock, "with heart fincere. 
And worfhipp'd great Jjehovah there. 
Now iable night "had veifd the Ikies, 
And when to reft young Gideon lies 
A viiion fhone atound his bed. 
And to the flmnbering hero faid: 
And canft thou, Gideon, fleeping lie. 
When Baal's ftatue ftands fo nigh ! 

Arife! and caft the idol down; ^ 

Cut down his grove; and on the crown . 

Of yon tall rock an altar raife. 
And let to me, ere morning, blaze 
The fecond bullock feven years old: 
Arife ! and do as I have told. — 
With heart elate the youth arofc. 
Then to the fcnfelefs idol goes. 
And down the impious ftatue throws. 
With ten ft out fervants in his train, 
Tlic fummit of the rock they gain; 

The 
I 



H IS TO R Y of the BIB LI, 411 

'The grove cut down, an altar rear, 
.And facrifice the bullock there. 

The townfmen foon the ruin fpy, 
And doom the noble youth to die. 
To which his father made reply: 
X«t Baal rife himfelf, a^nd plead 
Againd the man that fell*d his Ihade, 
Is he a god, and can he Hand, 
When wrong'd, in need of mortal hand^ 

On Jczreel's wide delightful plains 
The Midianitifh hofl remains. 
Their tents along the valley iland ; 
And parties march to fpoil the land. 
But Gideon s foul the Loko infpires^ 
And fills his bread with noble fires^ 
M^hen in his bleeding country's caufe 
His righteous fword >the hero draws. 
Then at his trumpet's martial found 
All Abiczcr gathers found. 

. 3 G Thro* 
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Thro' Zchulun and Naphtali 
With eager ha((e his fervants fly; 
And glad to favour his defign, 
^^le willing tribes his (landard join. 
Gideon two figns of Goo requires, 
And both fucceeds ts he de fires : 
Then with his troops elate he goes^ 
And forms his camp befide his foes. 

Thus to the general fpake the Lord ^ 
That Ifrael may regard my word n- 
Thou flialt this mighty hod fiibdue, 
Not by great numbers, but by few. 
Left Jacob's fons (hould vaunting brave 
That their own aim has power to lave. 
Throughout the army then proclaim. 
That each return from whence he came 
Who comes with cold relufbnce^ere^ 
Or in his fpirit yields to fear.— 
Gideon proclaim*d as Goo requir*d. 
And twenty thoufand foon retired. 

Ten 
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Ten thoufand warriors RUi remaui 
Forwatd and fearlefs on the plain. 
Too great remains the number ftiH i 
The LoEJj then adds. It is my will 
To work deliverance by fo few, - 
That all the tribes my h^nd may view« 
Condud them to the river s brink, . 
And let the whole ten thoufand drink : 
Set by themfelves the men that (land. 
And take up water with their hand: 
Thofe that kneel down to meet the (beamy 
And with their lips draw in the fame. 
Let ftand apart. — ^The hero broughl^ 
His army, as the Loko had taught. 
Three hundred only hand the wave:' 
By thefe the Loud will Ifrael fave ; . 
Thefe in his camp the chief retains. 
The reil regain their tents and plains. 

When night's deep (hade had veil*d the Skfr 
Xold Gideon went the foe to fpy, 

3 ^ ^ ihod 
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And heard a foldier tell his dream. 
Which fill'd his foul ^ith martial Same;' 
Then orders to his troops he gave. 
That like himfclf they (hould bdiave. 
Each takes a trumpet in his hand, 
And in the night awaits command : 
Each with a pitcher, is fupply*d, 
Defign'd a flaming torch to hide. 
The dauntlefs hero leads the way. 
And tells his followers what to fay : 
Into thr^e companies divides 
The number that with him abides ; 
Bids them each man his trumpet found,^ 
And (hake the trem1}ling camp around. 
Then the fame moment fliout, The fw6rd! 
Of Gideon and of the Lord. 

Now midnight rcign'd in awful {hade,. 
When, truftir^g in Jehovah's aid, 
Thro' the ftill night acrofs the plain 
In filence march the warrior train. 

Three- 
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Three companies their troop compofe : 

The general in the middle goes ; 

Soon as they reach the adverfe Unes* 

His trumpet to his mouth he joins, 
' Then hre<dcs his pitcher on the ground ; 

The fame do all his followers round : 

The trumpets roar, the torches blaze, 

The ^ armies fcream in wild amaze ; 

."Wiile Ifr?icr» JwopJoudfliQuts, .TiicAwwd: 

Of Gideon and of the Lord. — 

Gonfusd, afirighted and difmayd, 

Midian*s long ranks plunge thro' the fliade 

Of midnight ; urg'd by headlong fear. 

Wandering they run, they know not where ;. 
And in furprize arid terror know 
Not their own armies from the foe : 
By their own fwords the nations fall. 
And death and darknefsfwallow all. 

Soon as the mom reftor d the day, 
The thirty thoufand km away 
' ■ • ^ Alike 
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Alike witk martial faiy burn. 
And {houting to the field retunt. 
The neighbouring tribes the viclory viewt^ 
And join to plunder and purfue. 
MidianV two princes and her kings- 
Alike to duft the vi^lor bpngs^ 
The foe in one vaft ruin lays, 
And governs Ifrael all his days^ 

HISTORY THE FIFTH- 

Thi Exploits of Abimelech^ 

Judges^ ch. ix, 

^"T^ H E Midianites being thus fubdu'd, 

'*' The tribes with thanks great Gideon vicw^d^ 
And their imited offers bring 
To make their noble general king: 
And all with one confent combine 
To fix the kingdom in Ms line,- 

Tfif 
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The worthy chief refused the crown ; 
But alks the armies to lay down 
The golden ear-rings late their prcyi 
The willing tribes his word obey. 
The proffer'd gold the hero takes. 
Of this a coftly ephod makes; 
Which to his boufe becomes a fnare. 
And brings the tribes to worfhip there, 
full forty years he judgd the land* 
And Ifrael's fons in peace remain d« 
His houfhold feventy fons contains. 
And all his people s love he gains: 
Then in a good old age he dy d. 
And his own land a grave fupply'd. 

Soon as the hero's death was mourn^d^i^ 
Ifrael again to Baal tum'd, 
Regardlefs of Jehovah's pniife 
While peace and plenty crown'd their days: 
Nor did their generous love proceed 
In kindnefs to great Gideon's feed« 

To 
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To rccompcncc them as they ought« 
GonGdering how their father fought* 
Of all great Gideon 8 numerous race 
One of an handmaid bom took place ) 
Abimelech the traitor s name; 
To Shechcm, whence his mother camei 
After his father's death he went. 
And there explain d his bafe intent 
To extirpate all Gideon's feed. 
To this the citizens agreed j ' 
And then Abimelech to bring. 
And make the bloody mifcrcant king, 
Large fums of filver they fupply, 
Which in their idol's temple lie. 
Abimelech, by hell infpir'd; 
With this a band of ruffians hir'd J 
With thefe to Ophrah goes with fpced. 
And on one ftone his brethren bleed : 
The woithy fcvcnty he deftroy'd ; 
Dcferving better fate they dy'd; 

Th( 
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Then back to Shcchcm he proceeds^ 
And glories in his bloody deeds. 
The Shechemitcs the work approved ^ 
And now his brethren were remov'd. 
The impious murderer they bring, 
And with loud (bouts proclaim him king. 

But Jotham, Gideon's youDgeAfon, 
From the dire maflacre had run. 
And Tcap'd the flaughter. While the to^vn 
With fellive joy the traitor crown. 
On Gerizzim's high rock he Hands, 
And their attention thus demands : 
Ye men of Shechem, hear tny ftratn. 
Nor let my warning prove in vain-; 
Let every ear my words purfue. 
That God may hearken unto yon* 
The trees went forth a certain day 
To make a king. They all furvey 
The olive's beauteous green difplay'd. 
And a(k the tree to rale the fhadet 

3 H The 
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The olive a denial gave. 
Nor would hi* oily fatnefs leave. 
The fig-tree on the mountain fide 
They next inyite ; but this deny'd.; 
Nor would he leave, at fuch a fuit. 
His fweetnefs and his noble fruit. 
Thus twice repuls'd, the trees incline 
Next to exalt the noble vine. 
The vine well knew the conftant ufc 
'Of generous wine's all-chcaring juice.; 
Nor honour or advantage fees 
To be promoted o'er the trees. 
But Aill the groves their aim puifue. 
And next the bufliy bramble view ; 
And foon the flirubs their oflFer bring 
To make the low-twiggd thorn their king. 
The bramble fhook each thorny fide.« 
And to the trees exulting cry*d, 
If me you raife to regal fway. 
Be careful I and my laws obey.; 

Or 
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Or I with fire will on you turn, 
And every lofty cedar burn. 
Ye men of Shcchem, hear my voice^ 
The bramble you have made your choice ; 
For you my noble father fought. 
And hath a great deliverance wrought; 
He every honour foon laid down, 
Nor would accept your offer d crown: 
But what returns our houfhold gain 1 
His feventy fons your hands have flain : 
To one bafe-boni your crown you bring. 
And make a murderer your king. 
If you have acled juft and right, 
. And well my father's houfc requite ; 
If you have Ijecn Gnccrc and true, 
Joy in your king; and he in you. 
But if your deeds have been perN^erfc, 
Then may you prove each other's curfe 5 
May fire and fury on you t\im. 
And each in rage the other bum.^-^ 
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So fpakc the youth ■» then; fled ta Beer» 
And dwek in peace and fafety there. 
Three years Ahimelech remain d. 
And profperous in Shechem reiga d. 
When down from luipropitlous flues 
The avenging power of difcord flics ; 
And heiven in righteous wrath pioceeds^ 
To recompence his former deeds. 
Contention foon in Shechem rofe; 
Ahimelech to diflance goes r 
With growing wrath the townfraen hum. 
And feek to hinder his return^. 
They Gaal for their leader take. 
And flout reiiflan()e mean to make. 
In rage Ahimelech defcends, 
And all his force againft them bends ; 
Deflroys their leader and their town. 
And beats in crowds the natives down: 
The fword*8 fliarp point he on them turns. 
And all the rage of flau ghter bums. 

The 
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Tlie frighted tribes the town forfake. 
And in the temple fhelter take, 
Where Baal's ftatue flood on high. 
To which they now for fuccour fly. 
Then to mount Zalmon goes the king,. 
And after him his followers fpring : 
An ax he takes, a bough cuts down 
From the high mountain's fhaggy crown^ 
His heralds thro' the hoft pTOclaim^ 
That all his army do the fame : 
To Shechera they in rage return. 
And there the idol-temple bum v 
And every one- that there retires- 
Is choak'd with fuifocating fires. 
To Thebez next the war proceeds. 
And marks the way with dreadful deeds t 
The town is ftorm'd, the townfmen fall v , 
In vain on Baal now they calL 
Within the walls is feen to rife. 
In (lately height toward the fides, 

A large 
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A large Hrong tower; and, urg'd byfeir,.. 
Great numbers run and ftieltcr there. 
The raging king, with rifing ire. 
Proceeds to fet the door on fire ; 
"When from the top, in open view. 
Part of a rock a woman threw. 
Which with avenging force defcends; 
Beneath the ftrokc th^ tyrant bends: 
Full on his forehead drives the ftone; 
It rent the fkin, andcrufli'd the bone; 
Then ftaggeririg foon the monarch falls. 
And to his armour-bearer calls : 
Hafte! bring thy f^vx)rd at my command^. 
Pear not ; difpatch me Qut of hand ; 
That after-times may never tell 
That by a woman's hand I fell. — 
The fervant takes him at his word. 
And thro' his body thruA his fword^. 



MSTORY^ 
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HISTORY THE SIXTH. 

Of Jephthah and his Vow. 

Judges^ ch. xi. xii. 

H O' when great Gideon was no more. , 
As Ifrael oft had done before. 

To idol-worCbip they return, ^ 

And incenfe to dumb Baal bum : 

The Lord, tho' much their crimes provcfke, 

In piiy ftays the avenging ftroke. 

Twice twenty years their peace remain d ; 

(Tola and Jair judg'd the land,) 

^ut while the Lord his wrath delays. 

They grow more bold in evil ways. 

And ferve with zeal which knows, no bound 

The gods of all the nations round. 

At Baals, Belus, Saturn's fhrine, 

In impious rites and vows they join; 

To 
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To Molcch arc their children flain ; 

At AQitaroth and Aftrate's faue 

They large drink-offerings pour; and now 

To Beelzebub and Dagon bow. 

No longer wrath rclnclant lies, 
Or fleeps the vengeance of the Ikies: 
By God infpir'd, fierce rancour runs 
Thro* Philidinc and Amnion's torn ; 
They with united order join. 
In Gilead their armies fiiine. 
And all the lands they foon inflave 
Beyond great Jordan's (welling wave. 
Twice nine long years they held the chain ^ 
Then crofs the ftream, and feek to gain 
Rich Canaan*s mountains, and her vales : 
And long their hoftile force prevails. 

Diftrefs'd, difcourag'd and difmay'd, 
The tribes implore Jehovah's aid; 
Who apfwers them as they defervc. 
And bids them feek the gods they ferve. 

Id 
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In deep diftrefs, with prayers and tears. 
The humbled nation now appears 
Before God's altar, and implore 
That he will plead their caufe once more. 
Tlic Lord, attentive to their cries. 
Soon makes a new deliverer rife. 

»Obfcurely great, in Gilead's plains 
A mighty man of war remains; 
But him his brethren treat with fcorn, 
As being of an handmaid bom: 
Jephthah his name *, and. In diftrefs. 

They Tcek his valour to redrefs 

Their prefent wrongs. If he fuccecd, 

To future fway he i^decreed. 

Their fuit he views with gentle blame. 

As In diftrefs to him they came. 

Whom oft before they had defpis'd ; 

But urg'J, confcnts. Much is he priz'ds 

To him for aid they turn their eyes. 

And foon in arms around him rife. 

3 I ^ The. 
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The chief, before he ftrifces a blow. 
Of Amnion's king delires to know 
On what pretence on Ifraers plains 
His hoHile troops fo long remains. 
Ammon replies, with Aem demand. 
That to his crown belongs the land 
From diftant Amon s winding {horc 
To where the waves of Jordan roar. 
Jephthah aflprU, that all the ground. 
The plains and the rich vallies round. 
By Ifrael's God to her were given, 
(The LoKo fupreme of earth and heaven) 
And have been held, as it appears, 
The fpace of full three hundred years : 
And, (ince they ne'er were claim'd before. 
To Ammon they return no more : 
But as his claim muA be deny'd. 
The quarrel let the fword decide. 

The hero thes the Lord infpires, : 
Aud fills his foul with martial fires ; 



In 
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In fhining arms himfelf he drcll, 
And with bold words excites the reft. 
They march, depending on his might. 
And when the foe appear'd in Cght, 
With hands uplifted to the fkies, 
Heard by his hoft, the general cries : 
Great God of Ifrael ! whofe ftrong hand 
Gave us pofleflTion of this land, 
With warlike force infpire us all, 
And by our arms let Ammon fall : 
So on thine altar will I burn 
Whate'er comes forth, at my return. 
From my glad houfe, with fongs of peace 
To hail me, when the war (hall ccafe. — 
Thws vow'd the chief ; and on the foe 
With fury drives. Beneath the blow 
The broken troops of Ammon reel, 
And fall by the avenging ftccl. 
The conquering army foon proccediSt 
Aud oiarks its way with mighty deeds. 

3. I « Thjrou^i 
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Through twenty cities bums the war i 
And Ammon's fons, retreating far^ 
To the vi«5lorioiis general yield 
The full poffefTion of the field; 
Who all the land from Amon gains 
To Minneih's ever-fruitful plains : 
Nor dare their broken troops intrude . 
Throughout the lands his f word fubdu'd* 
Then back in triumph goes the chief; 
But foon hisjoy is turn'd to grief. 
His only daughter, ■ with a quire 
Of maidens, comes to meet her fire : 
The joyful train with timbrels goes. 
And Cngs his viclor)' o'er Ijs foes. 
Pale horror fhook the chief, who now, 
Too late, repents his thoughtlefs vow. 
Alas, my daughter ! doft thou know 
That war's firA honours are my woe ? 
Depriv'd of thee, ah, haplefs maid !' 
Upon my brows the laurels fade 5 



For 
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Fori to Ifrael's God have vow'd. 
And can't recal. — So fpake aloud 
The trembling chief. To which the fair t 
Father on me beftow no care ; 
Whate'er thy lips to God have faid 
Refpe£ling me, (hall be obey'd. 
The Lord hath heard, with joy I leant) 
The vows I made for thy return 5 
Hath by thine arm fubdud jthe foe^ 
And laid the fons of Ammon low. 
It is enough : But heaj my prayer I 
For two full months thy daughter fparc^ 
While with my virgin train I go. 
And on the mountains wail my woe ; 
Then every hill, and every vale, 
Shall liften to the mournful talc.— 
] le granted what his child required 5 
The virgin two full naonths rctir'd ; 
Then to his houfe rctum'd the maid ^ 
To her he did as he had faid« 

The 
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The Ifraclitifli maids appear 
In foft affemblagc every year ; 
Four days their mauraful fongs relate 
The lovely damrcl's haplefs fate.* 

* Commcntaton arc very much divided in their 
upinious, concerning what it was which this lady fuf^ 
fcrcd. It was thought by Jofcphus, and feveral of the 
Jewifh writers, that (he was really put to death ; and 
the fame notion was entertained by many Chriilians 
alfo. But fome of the ancients, and feveral modern- 
authors of the firft note, conclude, that ihe was only^ 
dedicated to the fervice of God, and obliged to live jl 
&ngl€ life* 
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HISTORY THE SEVENTH. 

Th€ Exploits and Death of Samfon, 

Judges^ ch. xiii. xiv. xv. xvi. 

TT7 HEN mighty Jcphthah glorious came 
Back to great Jordan's facred ftrcam, 
The Ephraimitcs againft him rofe, 
Bccaufe he conquer d Ifrael's foes 
Without foliciting their aid. 
The like complaint before they made 
To profperous Gideon, who reply'd 
In fuch fmooth terms as pacify*d. 
But Jephthah's anfwer they retort 
With foul reproach; in warlike fort 
His men, offended at their tongues. 
By dint of fword avenge their wrongs* 
By thefe the men of Ephraim bleed : 
The vi6br8 then in hafte proceed, - 

And 
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And Jordan's paffages they take. 
To keep their foes fiom coming back : 
For they to war had crofs'd the tide, 
"Their country on the other Mc, 
There as their ftraggling parties roam, 
As they endeavour'd to get home. 
The folly of their war they learn ; 
And forty thoufand ne'er return. 

Six years great Jephthah judg'd the land. 
And after him to firft command 
Bold Ibzan, El on, Abdon rofe 
In order, flrong to, crufti the foes. 
Of Ifrael ; and the train appears 
In fhort fucceffion twenty years. 
But when thcfe heroes heads were laid, 
The people from Jehovah ftray'd; 
Again to idols turn their eyes, • 

And roufc the vengeance of the ftics. 

Then, aS; their bafc revolts deferve^ 
The haughiy Philiflines they ferve; 

AnO, 
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And forty years their lords conftram 
The fervile tribes to wear their chain: . 
When, cloath'd in more than moi'tal tnigh^ 
Great Samfon rofe, xe&ownd in fight; 
All Ifrael's glory, and their boaft ; 
Himfelf a bulwark, and an hoft. 
From Zorah came tbe mighty man^ 
And of th^ family of Dan. 
An angel had foretold his birth. 
And future greatneis in the earth : 
His parents heard with growing joy. 
And by his order nurs'd the boy. 
To manhood foon the youth arofe. 
And great exploits of ftrehgih he fhewt^ 
At EfhtaoFs camp, in his own land. 
While all the armies wondering ftand« 

A damfel of Philiftinc face 
In the young hero's heart fooad pL#e: 
At Timnah dwell the cndianting fair ; 
They celebrate the nuptials ther^* 

3 K Thirty 
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Thirty choice youths their friends invite 
With them to fliare the feftive rite : 
The chofen train with f^eed attends, 
Prefented as the hridegroom's friends* 
To thefe a riddle he propos'd, 
And if their (kill the truth exposed 
To each a fuit of clothes he'd give ; 
Or elfe of each the fame receive, 
If all the feven days of the feaft 
They at the meaning vainly gucfi'd. 
A lion he had lately flain. 
Which roar d againft him on the plain : 
With his bare aim his heart he found. 
And left the carcafe on the ground, 
A fwarm of bees, in waxen cells. 
Soon after in the carcafe dwelb: 
The juicy combs he makes his prize. 
And eats the honey as it lies. 
This ftrange event, in dubious phrafe. 
The iriddle he propounds difplays. 

Si« 




Jeplidiah nieetmiip lii^ Dmighter . 
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Six days unite the feftive iTala 
To find th^ meaning ; hut in- vain : 
The fcventh, with threats his wiie they ply ; 
Thefecret flic inuft gain or die. 
This with iutreaties ftrives the bride. 
But by the hero fi;uids' deny*d ^ 
She weeps bafore him, aad m tears 
Throughout the day the dame appears: 
Her growing giief he cannot bear, 
But gives the fecj^t to (he fair. 
When, ere the feventh.defcending fun 
Had his diurnal journey run. 
The thirty youths before him ftand, 
Xxplain his riddio, and demand- 
The forfeit raiment. Soon he rofe,^ 
Afld in refcntment hafty goes : 
Their fraudful dealing he could aim. 
And whence the gainful fecrct came.- . 

3K.-2 ' to 
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To diflant Afhkelon * that night 
He took his way, ftrong in his might; 
There lliirty men iu rage he flew, 
And with their raiment foou withdrew. 
He paid his forfeit out of hand. 
And in refentment left the laad: 
When his young bride her fire aflign'd 
To his companion left behind. 

The hero's love at length returns, 
To fee his wife his bofom bums : 
He goes, but bluntly is deny'd, 
For now another claims his bride* 
To juft revenge in wrath he rofe, 
For all the nation were his foes« 
*Twas harveft time* and every plain 
Was cover d with the yellow grain. 
When, aided by the Power -Divine, 
In a (hort time his fnares confine 

Three 

* From Timnah to Aflikcloa is computed to/Ue. 
twenty-four miles. 
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Three hundred foxes. Thefe he ty'd 
In pairs, and to each pair fupply'd 
A flaming torch between their tails ; 
And while the growing fire prevails 
He turn'd them loofe amongft the com: 
The floating flames, by breezes bom^ 
From field to field direftly flies. 
And the whole land in ruin licsi 
In grief the Philiftines appear. 
To fee the labours of the year 
At once deftroy'd. The caufe they learn. 
Then in revenge to Timnah turn, 
And Samfon's wife and faiher bum« 
To vengeance as he will proceed. 
The hero makes great numbers bleed; 
Rages around, and heaps the plain 
With growing mountains of the flain? 
Then journeys to his native plains. 
And Etam's rocky height he gains* 
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The Philiftincs invade the land. 

And the bold hero's life demand ; 

Nor dare the tribes the claim oppofe ;• 

But up the rock an army goes : 

The chief within a cave they find. 

And with his own confent faft bind 

With two ftrong ropes \- Then down they gofy 

And the young hero to the foe 

Deliver up. Then all around 

With fhout* the armies, (hake the ground:" 

The man is ours, they loudly call, 

By whofe ftrong. arm whole fq^adions falli 

While thus the hoft their joy cxpreft, 

A mighty fpirit heav'd th^ breaft 

Of the bound hero. At a ftroke, 

Like a burnt rag, the cords he broke 

Which bound his arms ; and foon he fpies^- 

An afs's frefh j^w-bone, that lies 

Heady at hand. The bone he takcSr 

Aada prodigious Ilaughter makcs^ 

Wit& 
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With this ftrange weapon ; and the (fain 

Lie heaps on heaps o'er all the plain : 

The mighty man with fury drives, 

Till a full thoufand lofc their lives. 

The lion thus, with hunger hold. 

Depopulates the nightly fold. 

Then, while the flain around him lie, , 

The hero lifts the jaw on high; 

And now in praife to God proceeds. 

Who nerv'd his arm for dreadful deeds : 

Then while he view'd the dead around. 

He caft the weapon to the ground. 
Cover'd with fweat, and blood, and duft. 
Spent out with toil, and parch'd with thirft. 
Now Samfon faints. Then burft the jaw. 
And water bubbles from the flaw : 
The hero drinks, and is refrefh'd. 
And mighty deeds infpire his breaft. 
No toil or danger can control 
The ardor of his mighty foul : 

He 
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He undifmay'd to Gaza goes. 
The ftrongcft city of his foes, 
And far remote from Ifraers land 
The walls and towers in order Aand* 
There at an inn a Canton fair 
Takes every method to infnare 
His amorous heart ; and with fuccefs 
Allur'd the hero to tranfgrefs. 
The townfmen dare not round him rife, 
(A troop if ihey oppofe him die<) 
But clofe conceard at diftance lie, ' 
And (ilent wait his coming by. 
Hoping to give a private wound. 
And fafely bring him to the ground* 
Thus, where the lion takes his way. 
The timorous hounds at di fiance bay. 
Still are tlie ftrcets, the gates arc barr*d, 
Not the lead noifc or whifper heard; 
When morning (hines it is decreed 
The nation's greateft dread (hall bleed. 

Now 
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"Now night had gaind her zeBith throne., 
'When Samfon rofe, and went alone 
Thro* the dark (Ireets, with heart clate^ 
And thunder' d at the city gate. 
The gates faft lock'd and harr'd he found. 
Then with full force from the hard groiind 
Ke tears the two (Irong poAs^ The hara. 
The gates, and two huge pofb, he rean 
On his hroad (koulders, and the load 
Takes to a lofty hill that flood 
By Hebron*. On the mountain*s ciown 
The hero fcts hisiturden down. 

In Soick's vale, a -wanton fair 
^iird Samfon s mighty heart with care: 
To her his amorous vows he paid, 
And there his frequent vifits made. 
The Philiftincs five rulers came 
*^oon to this loofe alluring dame, 

3 L And 

^aFrom Gaza to Hebron is. computed to bcao mil^* 



444 H I S T O R Y of the B I B L 1 

And her with promised bribes ♦ eagage 
To free their land from Samfon's rage. 
Her with fuch promifes they move 
To take him in the toils of love, 
The fecret of his Arength to found. 
And find by what he might be bound r 
And when, by her to them betray 'd, 
He was an eafy captive made, 
The enormous (urn was to be paid. 
The dame, encouraged by the prize. 
All her endearing foftnefs tries 
To gain the fecret, and to find 
What with fuccefs would Samfon bind. 
The hero, to amufe the fair, 
In wanton mood, fbe hears declare. 



If 



* The eleven hundred piece* of filver, which each of 
the five lords of the Fhiliftincs propofed to give on thit 
Occafion, when all pu^ togetbcs amounted to 700I. of 
our moncf ; which was a vaft §am ia thofe iiges oi 
the world. 
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If fevcn green oziers bind his Land5, 
Confined beyond his ftrcngth he ftands* 
Eager to gain the offcr'd prize, 
The dame, in hafte the fecret tries. 
The Phiiidines the oziers found. 
And (he the fleeping hero bound : 
A band of foldieis they fupply'd, 
Which in a near apartment hide ; 
For if his hands he can get clear. 
They dare not, for their lives, appear* 

Then with loud Ihrieks (he fliook the room ; 

The Philiftines, (he cry'd, arc come ! 

Rous'd by the noife, foon Samfon woke« 

And at one jerk the oziers broke. 

The har)ot hugs him to hec brcaft. 

And reprefents the whole ^ jeft : 

The Philiftmes, with uenftblisg awe«. 

As hufh as 4cath, unfeein withdraw^ 
Tho* difappoimed in kcr views^ 

The bafe defign the dame purfues: 

3 L 9 &efolv&g 
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Rcfolving ftill to try her power. 
She (lily feiz'd the amofoos hour; 
With winning foftnefi in-h<lreyes^ 
Fond ling and fawning thus flie cries* r 
What fccret rapture fwclls my mind. 
To think that I have charms to bind 
A man of fuch^all ftrength ; but fay^ 
Canft thou be bound no other way ? 
And will no chains fnccefsfui prove 
To hold thee fa(V, but thofe of love ? 
Let me depend on thy reply; 
What ! can- my gentle Samfon lie !— 
To herrequeft the chnef reply d, 
If with new ropes l-fliould be ty d 
Which ne'er before were us'd : I then 
Should be as weak as other men. — 
The fair procures new rope* in hafte,. 
"With thefe flic binds her lover faft : 
The Philifliaes^ in fecret hide ; 
A loud alarm at once {he cry'd : 



The 



-^ 
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The hero rifea from his bed, 

And breaks the cordage like a thread.- 

As yet the foft inchanting darne- 
ls difappointed ia her aim;* 
But with inCreaties (liil Che trier 
To fathom where the fecrct lies.^ 
Indeed, (he cries, it is unkind. 
Now I £o much have fet my mind^. 
On one fmall-fecret, to defpifc 
And treat me with repeated lies : ■ 
Let me no longer thus complain ( 
Can I' of Samfon a(k in vainl — 
The chief reply 'd, If in thy loom,* 
Which now (lands ready in the room. 
Thou with thy web fhalt weave my hair,*. 
It furely will my ftrength impair. — 

Th't 

* The laBours of the loom wai an amurement in 
'^rhich ladies of the firft quality employed their leifure 
hours in thefe early ages o£ the world ; of which ve 
have a great number of iuftances in the writings of the 
ancients. 
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The hero's hair the harlot wcav'd, 
But found herfelf once more deceiv d v 
For when (he feign d in fright to. call. 
He went away with loom and all. 

Tho' thrice repab'd, the wily fair 
Still feeks her lover to infnare : 
Can love inf^ire thine heart, flie cry'd^ 
And I fo often be deay*d 
Onefmall requeft! Can loverefufe 
The only thing my heart purfues I 
Thrice hath thy falfe delufive tongue 
Deceived and mock'd, and told me wron§^ ; 
What , muft I always be refus'd I 
And like 4 child or fod amus'd: 
No longer will I bear it. I 
determine to fucceed, or die* — 
Thus clofely prefs*d day after day, 
Vex'd, teaz*d and wearied, he gave way ; 
And to the fair the fccret gave* 
Content to be a womaM*s flave. 

OSamfoa! 



HISTORYof the BIBLE. 44^ 

O Samfon ! 'twas an evil hour 
That put thy life into the power 
Of a falfc harlot. When infnar 4 
By beauty's charms, thy lip» deckr^ 
That if a razor (hav d thy head 
Thy wonderous ftrcngth would all be fled ! 

Now to the dame 'twas clearly known 
That the great fecrct was her own : 
To the Philiftine lords (he fends. 
And all the train at once attends. 
Ready to aufwer her demands-. 
And briag the money in their handlk 
Huge brazen fetters are afTign'd 
The mighty man fecure to bind: 
And a ftrong band of (bldien wait 
To bear the hero ta his fate. 

Lull'd by the fair's bewitching charms. 
The lover fltimbers in her arms; 
And, while in flecp's foft chains he*s lakf, 
A razor mows his nuinly head. 

Theii» 
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Then, with an hideous (hriek fhe crie&» 
The PhiliAines upon thee rife ! 
Sampfon, awake ! — ^Thc chief arofe. 
And now too late his folly knows t 
Shorn of his (Irength, he Hands no more 
The matchlefs man he was hefore. 
The Phiiillincs the differf nee find; 
His mighty limhs with fetters bind ; 
And, foon as in their power it lies« 
Tear out the oihs of both his eyes. 
To diftant Gaza then he's brought. 
And there by hardfhip wifdom taught; 
la a deep dungeon now confin d. 
And doomed by hand their com to grind, 
Hard labour bows his mighty mind: 
With mifery worn, and toil, alas ! 
The (hadow now of what he was. 

Soon thro* the land the tidings ran 
Of swhat bcfcl the wondcrous man ; 



7hH 
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That Samfoii, bitaded and in chaiust 
>Caza's clofe prifqn now contains; 
And feftive mirth, and (bouts of joy, 
Thro* the five, realms direffly fly. 
Then, as <he fovereign lords decreed, 
Throughout tjic land the heralds fpcedt 
And a great. facrifice pi:ocIaim, 
Sacred to Dagon's jnighty namie, 
Whofe power, they fay, has now laid low 
Our great deftroycr, and our foe. 
In crowds the uobles of the land, 
Exulting in the great command. 
To the glaJ city foon repair. 
And join in the rejoicing there. 
Then foon to fifh-tail'd Dagon*s fane 
Proceeds in pomp the (blemu train: 
To facrifice they foon proceed, 
With garlands crown'd'the vicllms bleed; 
Ope part they burn, and on the reft 
*Wi^llin the (lately temple feaft ; 

3 M Jh 
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In uoify mirth, and drunken fong, 

The d^y loud roaring roils along* 
Such crowds on this occafion came. 

No building could contain the fame. 

The temple's roof they climb, and there 
Three thotifand worfhippers appear : 
When foon, to aid their noify mirth, 
The ofHcers bring Samfon forth. 
A mighty fhout the temple Ihakes 
When he his firft appearance makes: 
His hair was grown again, but they 
Behold him now without difmay ; 
And while he's blindly led about, 
With jeers and feoffs the chief they flout. 
Stung, to the heart, he a&'d the boy 
That held his hand, to fet him nigh 
The two vafl central cohtmns, where 
The huge flat roof was known to bear: 
And as he felt the polifli'd ftone, 
iie thus addreis'd Jehovah's ihrones 

Creit 
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' Great Goo of Ifiael! thouwhofe might 
Hath often ncrv'd my arm for fight, 
When by thine aid, with thundering hand, . 
I flood the bulwark of our land, 
Once more with me to. vengeance rife, 
And all this roaring rabble dies. 
To pay the forfeit of my- eyes. — 
A pillar in each arm he takes. 
And with vaft force the building (hakes; 
With all his might bow'd down his face. 
And pufli'd the columns from their bafc; 
Loud crafh the beams, the rafters fall. 
When inftant loofning from the wall 
Down comes the roof, with dreadful noifc ; 
A mighty nation buried lies : 
Thoufands above, and more below. 
To death's dark (hade together go ; 
"Whofe bodies lie promifcuous crulh'd, 
'Midfl: timber, ftones, and heaps of duft. 

3 M 9 I^OitDji 
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Lord, let me die, the hero faidi 
And falls amongd the heap of dead : 
But in his fall trimnphant rofe 
Ocr thoufands'of his country's foes. 
Which at one flroke his arms fubdue. 
And more than in his life he flew. 
Thus Samfon to his end was brought : 
Ifrael he judged, and for them fought 
Full twenty years. And now attends- 
His mournful father, with his friends: 
His corps they from the ruins gained* 
And buried in his native land^ 



IIISTORV 
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HISTORY THE eighth: 

The Idolatry ofMicah; and the JbefiruEHon of Laifh'^ ^ 

Judges ^ ch. xvii. xviif, 

T N thofe dark days * when Ifrael ftood - 

Rtludant to-their highcft goodj 

In the wild maze of error trod*. 

And left the w^rfhip of their God*; 

While, void of rulej they each fulfil-: 

The dictates 'of his vagrant will; 

A Levite yomh, at Bfcthlehem bred,' • 

By poverty or choice was led • 

To journey 'crofs mount Ephraim*s Gde,^ 

In hopes to find his wants fnpply-d : 

For 

* It is allowed on all hands, that thishillbry, and 
the following, which gives an account of the Levite and 
his wife, in the order of time fhould have been intro- 
duced in an earlier period; and 'tis fuppofcd that the 
time when thefe tranfaftions happened was after the 
^eatb of the elders that outlived J olhua, and before the 
timt that Othniel judg'd Ifracl. 
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For Levi now might feek his bread « 

When from God's akar all were fled. 

There as his journey he purfues, 

A noble houfe the young man views; 

At this he ftopp'd a while, to try. 

Either for vi£luals or employ. . 

Micah, the maflcr of the dome, . 

Was glad to fee a Levite come ; 

Ibr he had lately. turn'd his mind : 

To idol-worftxip, and affign'd 

The impious priefthood to his fbn : 

But now hfs thoughts on- Levi run, 

And he to gain his favourite view 

Gives food, and doaths, and wages too. . 

Two Clver images were made ; 

Micah to them hisworOiip paid; 

And in the rites to lead the way. 

The Levite was content to flay. 

The haughty Amorite conftrains 
The tribe of Dan to leave the plains 

Afl4' 
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And pleafant vales to them aflign'd ; 
And to the mountain heights confin d 
The ftratten d families, who now 
Would fain contrive fome method how 
To enlarge their border. They command 
Five men ©f war to fearch the land ; 
' Who marching with this favourite aim» 
Soon to the houfe of Micah came. 
They know the Levite -, and enquire 
His occupation, and his hire. 
He tells them all. They aCk to know. 
If God will blefs the way they go ? 
He foon enquires, and brings them word, 
Their way is pleafing to the Lord. 

To diftant Laifh they proceed. 
Where flocks and herds fecurely feed ; 
And rural peate and plenty reigns 
Amongd the townfmen and the fwains : 
Secure they dwelt at diftance, far 
Jrom all the noife and rage of war. 

Til 
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To their own land return the fpieSf 
And tell their friends where LaiQi lies ; 
\Vliat plenteous crops the country crown* 
And how defencelefs is the town. 
Soon in J}right arms their xroops appear. 
And cany war and terror there : . 
They take the city by furprize. 
And low in death each native lies ; 
Then take wlut plunder they defirc. 
And inflant fet the town on fire. 
In their poflTeflion they retain 
Each pleafant a*alc and flowery plain ; 
Then built a city, and remain'd 
In the rich land their fwords had gain'd- 
As Micah's impious idols lay 
iDire^ly in ^hc warriors way 
That on ihls expedition came. 
The men had called, and feiz'd the fame. 
The Levite likewife had'thcm join d; 
T^ him the pricdbood tliey afllgn'd;. 

•And 



HISTORY of ihc B I ft L E. 453 

And while the ark at Shiloh fta/d, 
Worfhipp'd the gods that Micah made. 



HISTORY THE NINTH. 

The War with Benjamin; and the DeJhuSUon 9/ 
Gibeah, 

Judges, ch. xix. xx. xxi. 

T^T O W Ifiacrs tribes arcfecn from far. 

In all the pride and pomp of war: 
On GIbeah*s plains their armies fhine. 
And all the kindred tribes combine 
On Benjamin the {word to turn. 
Till he his guilt and folly learn. 

From Gibcah's bold outrageous Uns 
This wcll-dirc6led war begins : 
The breach of hofpitable laws. 
And rape and mmder are the caufe. 

3 N Im 
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In righteous wrath the tribes decreed 
The impious Glbeotiites to bleed. 
To Benjamin complaint they made 
That needful juflice was delayed ; 
And the vile mifcreants demand. 
That of them they might rid the land. 
The Benjamites rcjcd the claim, 
Nor will the guilty townfmcn blame ; 
But in the hoftile field appear. 
Bent to decide the quarrel there. 
Their armies fhine on Gibeah's ground. 
Men of vaft ftrength, and far renown'd: 
With thefe a troop to war proceeds, 
Known in the field by mighty deeds. 
Left-handed men, all (killed to throw 
Vaft ftones from diftance on the foe. 

From Gibeah's gates, with martial rage, 
Elate, and eager to engage, 
They ruQi to fight, and fpread the plain 
]With growing mountains of the flain. 

From 
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From mora to night the battle bleeds. 
And Gibeah dares immortal deeds; 
Spreads terror on the plains arjund'^ 
And beats the armies to the ground ; • 
Till friendly night gives Ifrael breath, 
And ftops the dreadful work of death: ^ 
When twenty thoufand warriors flain 
Cover in heaps the groaning plain. 
At Shiloh then the tribes appear. 
And alk Jehovah's counfel there. 
Who bids them in the war proceed. 
And recompence the horrid deed. 
When the fair morn adorns the Ikies, 
The hardy tribes in arms arife. 
To where they fought the former day, 
Andput the battle in array. 
But Benjamii^ ftilf fcorns to yield ; 
Furious he rufhes to the field, 
The battle bums, the mighty blecdi 
Qsice more the viclory is decreed 

3 N s^ Tq 
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To his flout warriors ; and ^gain 
He fees near twenty thoufand flain. 

The humbled tribes from war retreat. 
Then to the Lord their prayers repeat, 
And weep before his mercy-feat: 
In folemn facrifice they join. 
And offerings on his altar fhine. 
They counfclaCk; and God replies. 
Once more in arms let Ifrael rife ; 
Now go and profpei*. — They obey. 
And foon as mOrn reftores the day 
Shine in bright arms ; but wary go. 
And to furprize the eager foe 
An ambufh lay behind the wall : 
Then Gibeah's fonslvith fury fall 
On Ifrael's tribes, and they retreat. 
The foe, unconfcious of the cheat, 
Purfue with fpeed, and leave the town, 
Thinking to btat the armies down : • 

Thea 
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Then foon the men in amhufh rife. 
And who remains iu Gibeah dies ; 
The town with fpeed they wrap in fife,. 
And clouds of fmoke to heaven afpire. 

The Benjamitcs, with wild amaze. 
Behold from far the rifing blaz« ; 
Difmay and horror feize them all. 
And by the raging fword they falL 
Then with loud fhouts, refounding far. 
The ambufli rulhes to the war, 
And foon hemm'd in on every fide. 
The impious men of Gibeah dy'd. 
Vaft flaughter rages o'er the plains, 
Six hundred only now remains 
Of thirty thoufand men of might, .^..^ 

At Gibeah numbcr'd for the fight: 
Thefe in the lonely defert hide. 
And a huge rock retreat fupply'd 
Deep in its caves. — With pious care 
To Shiloh foon the tribes repair; 

Th« 
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There 




The Irindnefi of B€>a> toAatli . 
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Thcfe to the Bcnjamitcs they give. 
LaiJiCDt their Ijfa, and bid them live ; 
But yet their number not allows 
Eath of ihe men to have a fpoufe ; 
Two hundred ftill are not fupply^d. 
For which tlicir brethren thus provide : 
Noar Shiloh'it facred ftrcam, they fay, 
In^foleosn pomp is held to-day 
Antonual fcafl ; the virgins there 
In lofc affcmhlage will appear. 
While nimble dance, and facred fong. 
And mirth aod joy the day prolong; 
Then hide you in the neighbouring (hade. 
And when the (hining train s difplay'd 
Rnih from your place, and boldly feizc 
Thie maid that beft is formed to pleafe: 
And if their fricwdi for vengeance cry, ' 
Then will we ftrive to pacify. — 
The warriors, heard, nor long delay 4, 
Bat each bears off a loiwly maid ; • 

Tlien 
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Then footi their native land regain. 
Repair their towns, and there remain. 
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Of Boaz and Ruth. 

Ruih^ ch. i. ii. iii. iv. 

15 E F O R E viclorious Gideon rofc 

To crnfti his nation's daring foes. 

While Midian's armies fpread around 

Deftroy'd the product of the ground, 

A chief, Elimelech by name. 

Prom Bethlehem to Moab came : 

His wife and fons * the journey fliarc. 

By famine urg*d to (helter there. 

Soon in this land the father dy'd : 

The widow took each fon a bride 

Of 

* Elimelech had two fons, whofe names were Mahloa 
.and Chilion. 
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Of M(5ab*s daughters. Soon expire 
The fons, and join in death their fire. 
A while the haplefs matron moum*d. 
And then to Judah's plains returned. 
The two young widows, loth to paYt 
From their fond mother, with fad heart 
Join in the journey. While tney mourn 
The matron begs them to return. 
Orpha, the eldeft, foon obeys ; 
But Ruth with her dear mother flays : 
To thee, fhe cries, I will incline. 
Thy people, and thy God are mine. — 
Now Judah's hills and vallies yield 
The ripened produ<^ of the field ; 
The heavy harvefts nodding flan J, 
And alk the chearful reapers hand ; 
When Naomi to Bethlehem came. 
Such was the aged matron*s name. 
Amongfl the reapers Ruth appears, 
gleaning the loofe and fcatter d ears* 

3 O Boaz, 



468 HI S T O .R Y of the ;BHI i Jt. 

Boaz, a chief of wealth and famr. 
Lord of the land, heholds the dame: 
To her with tenderacfs he goes, 
And more than. common kipdocfs (hews*.. 
While halved lails, the fair remains 
Gleaning each day anongd the fwains : 
And when the hawed moon beheld 
The lad full (heaves forfake the field; 
When joy fits on the ihrefhing-floor. 
And (houts proclaim the harved o'er ;. 
Such rites as Ifrael's law allows 
Make the fair Moabite his fpoufc ; 
And from the offspring of the dame^ 
At length the great Messiau came.. 
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HISTORY T»E ELEVENTH. 

The Birth of Samml; andthf Ftoftig$cf: ^ fl**A 

1 Sdrntui^ c8. i; ii. iii. 

^ I V WO wives had rich Elkaaah wed : 

•^^ Peninnah fruitful to his bed 
Soon after their efpoufals proved; 
But Hannah was thcbeft beloy'd. 
To her had providence deny*d 
The ardent iviihes of a bride : 
To her lov'd lord' no child fhe beai:s4 
Sad was her foul, and full of cares. 

At facred Shiloh every year 
'£lkanah and his houfe appear. 
And offer fbecp and oxen there. 
But Hannah, with vaft care oppreK, 
Relu6lant (lands, nor {hares the feaft; 
Peninnah's frequent feoffs and jeer» 
In the anguifii of foul fhe hears, 

^ O « The 
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Then to the oracle (he ftray'd. 
And to the God of Ifrael pray*d; 
And if h^ fuit the Lord allows. 
Her o&pnng to himfelf fhe vows. 
Her heart is eas*d ; fhe 4ries her tears ; 
And in due time a fon {he hears. 
Her heart expands with growing joy. 
And foon as (he had wean d the boy. 
Ever regardful of her word. 
She fet the chili before the Lord. 
A while (he at the altar (lays. 
With facrifice her vows (he pays; 
In lofty llrains her praifes run. 
Then with the pried (he leaves her fon, 
Herfelf and hu(band home return. 
Nor longer had (he caufe to mourn; 
For from the pious fruitful dame 
Three fons and two fair daughters camft« 

Eli, the pious prieft, appears 
Pre(s*d with a heavy weight of years; 
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While his two fons the priefthood (hare. 
But ill repay their father*s care. ^ 
With hearts irreverent and lewd. 
The youths their holy talk purfu'd. 
And by their vices made abhorr'd 
The daily offerings of the Lord. 
With foftTeproof the tender fire 
Checks their prophane unhallow'd fire. 
And blames their condu6l : But in vain 
He drives their lewdnefs to refiraint. 

The Lord beholds with angry eyes. 
But ere he bids his vengeance riie« 
He fends a prophet in his name, . 
Who with thefe words to Eli came. 
From his high thron^e thus fpake the Lord, 
Let all the piiefts attend his word : 
Was it for this that I decreed 
The piieilhood firft to Levis feed ; 
And to reward his willing mind, 
Part of each fkcrificc affignd? 

• . ShaU 
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•Shall I not vifit, whcB I fee 
Tlicmfclvcs they honour more thah mt^ 
My w jrfliip with contempt regard. 
And lewdly follow the reward; 
'Serve only in my houfe for gain^ 
And all my holy rites prophane? 
Soon fhall my wrath againfl them buni« 
And from my holy altar fpura 
The impious race. Vile in mine cye^ 
They all in early youth fliali die •, 
No longer with my ofFerings fed. 
But wandering wide for w^at of brcAcL 
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HISTORY the TWELFTH. 

The Can of Smnuil. Th Defeat, of Ifrael by the 
Phiiyilnes, The taking of the Ark, And the 
Death of Eli ^ and his Sons, 

I Samuel^ ch. lii. iv. 

"jVT O W filcnt night affumd her llironc. 
The lamp of God dill brightly fhonc. 
Young Samuel ;)ear the altar lies, 
And heavy flunibers fcal his eyes. 
God to the child* had not appe»r*d, 
Kor had as yet his voice been heard. 
By the young prophet. Now by name 
Heaven's flill fmiJl voice to -Samuel caiue: 
Wak'd by the found, tke.child ajofe. 
And with fwift ftep to:£Ii goes. 
I did not call, rC'Pilies- the fLre, 
Let the dear yautb JiO= rt.ft . relixci-^ 

Thiice 
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Thrice by the cliild the voice was heard ; 

He thrice at Elis feet appear'd : 

At length the fage, with afpe^ mild. 

Cries out, 'Tis God that calls, my child! 

Go to thy place untouch'd by fear, 

And when tlie voice again you hear. 

Cry, Let the God of Ifrael fay; 

Thy fervant hears, and will obey. — 

The voice returns. Sofpake the child 5 

The God replies, with accent mild, 

1 will in Ifrael do a deed 

At which the ftouteft heart (hall bleed. 

The wicked priefts for vengeance call. 

Which foon on Eli's houfe fhall fall: 

No offering fliall my wrath appeafe, j 

Till low in duft alike it lays 

The fkther and his impious fons: 

Thro' the whole race my fury tuns: 

So have I fworn ; and they {hall fee 

My word fhall ftand, my will fhaii be. — 
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To make the great prediAiou good, 

"Soon Ifrael's plains are drencli'd in blood. 
Thro* bold PhilifUa-s hardy fons 
Immortal r^ge and rancour runs : 
They with vaft armies fpread the plain, 
-Which Ifraers hofts oppofe in vain; 

•For foon they, fee four thoufand flain. 
The reft retreat in dire difmay^ 
But hoping to retrieve the day, 
'Back to the field their armies trod. 
And with thetn bring the ark of Goo.t 
'Frefh courage thence the warriors gain. 
And with loud fhomts they (hake the plain. 
The Philiftines with timorous fear 
'.Behold the (acred cheft appear; 
For Ifraers God*s immortal name 
To every land and nation came. 
This is the <^oo that Egypt fmote. 
And Uhel thro* the defart brought; 

3 P yfiih 
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With fear they ciy*d. O let us then 
Be Arong, and quit ourfclves Uke meii.—- 
They then colleding all theii^niight 
With dreadful (hoats begin the figfa^ 
When falls the woxfted Ifraelite. 
Vaft (laughter rages G*er the plain. 
And thirty thoufand men arC'flain* 
£li*8 two fons, that ephods wear. 
The thirfty fword difdains tofpare; 
BeOde the ark they both lie dead: 
The aik was feicVl, and Ifcael fled. 

The good old pricfi at Shiloh fate 
Anxious to hear his pe(^e**s fate: 
Now his dim eyes no longer (hine. 
His age approaches ninety-nme; 
But liflening to each ftep that^s tiod. 
He trembled for the ark of Goo* 

Soon from the field a warrior «ame, 
Whofe looks dnd.geftnres ali-prodaim 

Tbe 
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■The depth and hitternefs of woe. 
And the whaFe to#n the tidings kaow* 
Shiloh fends up a general cry ; 
The fagc enquires the rcafon why. 
To him with tears they bring the man. 
Who th^ the dreadfurl news began : 
The hb(hai ICi^ci all afe fled ; 
Hophni and Phiaehais both' ate dead $ 
Vaft flaugkter hath o'erfpread the p}aiiii» 
And wich the foe the ark'.rematns. — 
His grief and his furprize fo great,. 
Hien tumbled backward from his feat ' 
The good old fire; atidonr the ground 
His much-lamented death he found. 

To Shiloh foon the conquerors came. 
Where Ifrael's God records his name, 
And with encreafing rage -and pride 
The facred town their hoft deftroy d. 
The tabernacle Ifrael lett 
At Nob : but now no ark was there. 

3 P 1? HISTORY 



(478') 

HISTORY THE THIRTEENTH* 

Lagon and the Ark, 

1 Samuel^ ch. v. vi. 

AND now to impious Dagon's fane 
Proceeds with fhouU the vi^or traixu 
His temple high in Afhdod ftands, 
Where eager crowd the warrior bands : 
Upwards like man: fiflr from the waift: 
The idol ftood with laurels grac*d; 
By this the ark of Gob was plac'd. 
While facred light adorns the Ikies, 
The hoft prolongs the facrifice ; 
At night retire : When morning rofe, 
A train of priefts to Dagon goes ; 
They to his feat lift up their eyes. 
Before the ark the idol lies< 
Affcded with their god's difgraee". 
They raifc and fet him in his place : 

But, 
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But, wondering, they next morning found' 
The mighty Dagon on the ground ; 
His nervelefs ann and brainlefs head- 
About the temple floor were fpread,^ 
And only now their praife to gain ■■ 
His fiihy tail and trunk remain. 
Then from the Lor& a fore difeafe 
In duft the frieitds of Dagon lays^ . 
And fwifi the dire infc£lion runs 
Thro' great Azotfis and her fons ; 
Who all unite, and jointly pray 
To fend the ark of Goiv away. 
The ark to Gath was foon convey d,- 
And there, before it long had ftaid, 
A pefliknce wide-walling reigns 
Throughout the city and the plains.- 
The dire difeafe they much lamcnu 
And next the ark to Ekron fent. 
The Ekronltes, with awful fear,- 
Strive to prevent its coming there : 

Yet 
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Yet thro* Che town deiiru^lion fpread^ 

In heaps promifcuous lie the (kad^ ' 

Tortur'd with paiikthe living lief 

And great and gcnerai was- th* ciyw • 

This the five prince^ vievr witbgriif ;i 

And, to obtain thcni fure^ reliefi . 

The ark, with prefents, they command-* 

To he reftor d to Ifrael's land t 

To draw it there the)r:foon aiDgO'd 

Two kine, which left their calfes behind: 

If it to Ifraels land return^ 

They judge Jehovah madi them mourn ^ 

But if another way- it go, 

Some fatal chance hath caus-d their woe. 

At fair 6eth-{heme{h, while the fwaini • 
Reapd the rich produd of the plains^ . 
They wondering fee the ark arrive » 
Lodg d on a cart, and none to drive* 



DntwA 




'Drawn by twoiuoe appioach^d the waio. 
Their conftant lowiags (hake the plain: 
Thcfe foon in {acrifictf are fUW ; 
Dry wood to hnm the cart fiippiicf , 
And (houts of joy frorndfraelrire* 



HISTORY THE FOURTEENTH. 

The PfiUj/lines JLrmy defiro^d by Thunt^ and 
Ughtning. 

iSjmufl, ch. vit. 

^7 U L L twcniy years, the foe conftraini 
The routed tribes to wear their chains: 
-At Mizpeh then they all appear. 
And weep before Jehovah there. 
Samuel throughout the land was known, 
. And in prophetic glory Ihonc : 
Amongft the tribes the feer appear d« 
And thus his awful vokewas heard: 

'Ye 
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•Ye men of Ifrael, hear my word I ■ 
^f ye dcflre to fcrvc the Lokd, 
^rom idol-woHhip you muft turn. 

And all their impioos-ftatues bum. 

Baal and Afhtcroth forfake. 

And I will fuppUcation make. 

.. • 

If you regard the law he gave, 

Jehotah ftiil is Arong to fave. 

Soon as the Phili (lines had heard 

That the alTen^led tribes appear'd 

At Mizpch, their five lords combine. 

When in the field their armies (hine.; 

And while the holy prophet prayed 

Their warlike (houts the ear invade* 

The nation to the prophet cries. 

He bids them hafte to facrifice : 

A fucking lamb the tribes decreed 

•By SamueKs holy hand to bleed; 

. And while they fed the facred flame 

^hc CBemy upon them came, 

B«t 
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/But foon black cloud» and ftonnsanfe. 

And fwelling tcmpcft* fill the (kics; 
iDcep thunders (hake the vaft profound. 

And lightnings flant upon the ground ; 

Heavy and hard defcends the (loim : 

The forces can no longer form ; 

With terror the dread founds they hear^ 

The boldeft warrior (hakes with fear 9 

The flaOiing flames amaz'd they fee. 

And all in wild confufion flee ; 

Wing'd thunder-bolts among them play. 

And low in duA the mightiefl lay* 
The joyful tribes the tumult view. 

Loud fhout their armies, and purfue: 

They with vad flaughter fpread the land, ' 

And their loft citiej now regain d. 

From Beer-flieba to diftant Dan 

The pralfes of ^le prophet ran : 

He led the tribes in righteous ways, 

Andjudgd the natioaallhis d^^ys* 

:. \ 3 Q The 
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The facrcd venerable man. 
After a length of years began 
To (loop to age. Amongft his Tons,' 
In various (hapes blind folly runs : 
Truth they regard not -, nor defire 
To emulate their nob'e (ire. 
The tribes their joint petition bring. 
And of the feer intreat a king. 
To judge their land, before them go« 
And break the baule of the foe. 
In grief appears the aged fire 
At what the eager tribes require; 
But iince they make a king their choic^,^ 
The LoKD conmiands to hear their voice i 
But plainly firft before diem lay 
The (late of arbitrary fway; 
And truly to them all relate 
What ills attend on kingly (late; 
The holy prophet this explain'd ; 
But (Ull all Ifiael fix d remainldy 

JU4 
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And their united claim maintain, 
Detennin d lUll a king to gain. 
The man of God regards each word. 
And fpreads the cafe before the Lord ; 
Who condefcends to the requeft: 
The armies then the feer diiinift. 
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HISTORY THE FIFTEENTH. 

Samuei anoinieth Said, 
I Samuel, ix. x. 

A T Ramah dwelt the facred fcer : 
The towiifmcn all in joy appear; 
Up a high hill with him they rife, 
DeGgning there to facrifice. 
But ere the prophet and his train 
The fummit of the mountain gain, 
A tall young man the feer overtakes. 
And his requeft refpeflful makes. 
To learn, hy the great prophet's aid. 
How far his father's affes ftray d ? 
Then fpake the Lord, Regard my voice I 
Behold the man that is my choice ! 
I Ifrael's throne to him ordain. 
And o'er my people he fhall reign. — 

The 
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Tlic prophet to the youth replies. 
Go up with xne to facrifice ; ^' 

And let the day with joy be crown'd ; 
The affes which you feek arc found. *-" * 

All day the youth prolongs his ftay,- 
When morning (bines he takes his way : '" ^V* 
The facred feer, upon his head 
Pouring the holy ointment, faid ; ■ / . 

The God of Ifrael hath decreed - ■ 

Thee captain of his chofen feed. — ' .'^- 

Three tokens then the prophet gave, ' :!' 

That confidence the youth might have* ■ ■' 

Each token foon appeared in view, '-'Z.''. 

And every article was true. 



The End of the Second Vohtm. 
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